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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN in India allude to physical or sexual brutality submitted
against Indian ladies, normally by a man. Normal types of savagery against ladies in
India incorporate acts, for example, local maltreatment, rape, and murder. So as to be
viewed as viciousness against ladies, the demonstration must be submitted exclusively in
light of the fact that the unfortunate casualty is female. Most ordinarily, these
demonstrations are submitted by men because of the long-standing sexual orientation
disparities present in the nation.

INTRODUCTION

In India where almost half of the population are women,
they have always been ill-treated and deprived of their right to
life and personal liberty as provided under the constitution of
India. Women are always considered as a physically and
emotionally weaker than the males, whereas at present women
have proved themselves in almost every field of life affirming
that they are no less than men due to their hard work whether
at home or working places. Behind closed doors of homes all
across our country, people are being tortured, beaten and
killed. It is happening in rural areas, towns, cities and in
metropolitans as well. It is crossing all social classes, genders,
racial lines and age groups. It is becoming a legacy being
passed on from one generation to another. But offences against
women which reflects the pathetic reality that women are just
not safe and secure anywhere.

OBJECTIVES
To know the nature of domestic violence
To assess the vista of domestic violence

SCOPE
The paper covers only violence against women only

METHOD
Observation method is employed

DEVELOPMENT OF THOUGHT

According to a latest report prepared by India’s National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), a crime has been recorded
against women in every three minutes in India. Every 60
minutes, two women are raped in this country. Every six
hours, a young married woman is found beaten to death, burnt
or driven to suicide.

Violence against women is not a new phenomenon.
Women have to bear the burns of domestic, public, physical as
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well as emotional and mental violence against them, which
affects her status in the society at the larger extent. The
statistics of increasing crimes against women is shocking,
where women are subjected to violence attacks i.e. foeticide,
infanticide, medical neglect, child marriages, bride burning,
sexual abuse of girl child, forced marriages, rapes,
prostitution, sexual harassment at home as well as work places
etc. In all the above cases women is considered as aggrieved
person.

The term used to describe this exploding problem of
violence within our homes is ‘Domestic Violence’. This
violence is towards someone who we are in a relationship
with, be it a wife, husband, son, daughter, mother, father,
grandparent or any other family member. It can be a male’s or
a female’s atrocities towards another male or a female.
Anyone can be a victim and a victimizer. This violence has a
tendency to explode in various forms such as physical, sexual
or emotional. ‘Domestic Violence’ includes harms or injuries
which endangers women’s health, safety, life, limb or well
being, whether mental or physical. It may also be through
physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic abuse.
According to ‘United Nation Population Fund Report’, around
two-third of married Indian women are victims of Domestic
Violence attacks and as many as 70 per cent of married
women in India between the age of 15 and 49 are victims of
beating, rape or forced sex. In India, more than 55 percent of
the women suffer from Domestic Violence, especially in the
states of Bihar, U.P., M.P. and other northern states.

What amounts to domestic violence against women? -
Domestic Violence undoubtedly a human right issue where it
is very important to know what actually leads to act of
domestic violence. The most common causes for women
stalking and battering include:- exploitation of women for
demanding more dowry, discrimination of women, alienation
of women’s self acquired property fraudulently, torture by
husband and in-laws of the husband, arguing with the partner,
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refusing to have sex with the partner, neglecting children,
going out of home without telling the partner, not cooking
properly or on time, indulging in extra marital affairs, not
looking after in-laws, cruelty by husband or in-laws mentally
or physically, abusing & insulting by using vulgar language,
sexual harassment, molestation, immoral traffic, rape, sodomy
and all other inhuman acts. In all above stated causes women
are subjected to torture and will be considered as the aggrieved
person. Usually violence takes place due to lack of
understandings between the couple as well as in the family.

The consequences of domestic violence attack on women,
which will affect victim as well as family of the victim.
Domestic Violence affects women’s productivity in all forms
of life i.e. assaulted women will always get agonized and
emotionally disturbed and remain quite after occurrence of the
torment. The suicide case of such victimized women is also a
deadly consequence and the number of such cases is
increasing day by day. A working Indian woman may lose her
efficiency in work or drop out from work in some cases.
Domestic Violence may affect the life of children at the larger
extent because child will be having greater attachment with
her mother and once the mother’s grief and sufferings revealed
then child may turn silent, reserved and express solace to the
mother. In some of the cases violence will lead to maintain
distance from the partner whereby sexual life gets affected
adversely. Sometimes marriage life will become a burden to
the spouse and one of the spouses will opt out for divorce or
separation which again affects life of the children.

In a case where wife is beaten up by her husband doesn’t
amount to domestic violence unless a sufficient reason of
violation of right to life is shown. In another case where the
women just not given food, it amounts to domestic violence if
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it is intended to achieve the ultimate purpose of necking her
out of the benefits of shared household.

To prevent violence against women and to protect the
rights of aggrieved women, the legislation ‘The Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005’ was passed by
the parliament. According to this act every women who have
been deprived of their right to life by the act of husband or
relatives of the husband, can file a complaint to the protection
officer, police officer or magistrate in the form of ‘Domestic
Incident Report’ (Similar to FIR). Complaint can be filed by
the victim /aggrieved person or relatives, it will be considered
as the prima-facie evidence of the offence. Every ‘Domestic
Incident Report” has to be prepared by the Protection Officer
which will assist in the further investigation of the incidence.
The protection officer will pass certain orders i.e. protection of
the women, custody of respondent and order of monetary relief
to the victim.

CONCLUSION

The Government of India should come out with some
more stringent laws to protect the rights of women who are
victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family, so
that it will work as the preventive measure to eradicate the
crime. A strict law to be passed to punish those women who
are filing a false compliant against husband or relatives by
misusing of Domestic Violence Act so that there will be fair
justice to all.
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