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The present paper analyzed the relationship of populace to the environment and with 

developing populace, poverty and urbanization the environment is corrupting. Directed an 

examination of changes and patterns over most recent fifty years. The examination 

uncovers that the nation's populace development is forcing an expanding trouble on the 

nation's restricted and consistently corrupting common asset base. The characteristic 

assets are under expanding strain, despite the fact that most of individuals make due at 

subsistence level. Populace weight on arable land adds to the land corruption. The 

expanding populace numbers and developing opulence have just come about in fast 

development of vitality creation and utilization in India. The environmental impacts like 

ground water and surface water sullying; air pollution and a worldwide temperature 

alteration are of developing concern attributable to expanding utilization levels. The paper 

finishes up with some approach reflections, the strategy went for in general improvement 

ought to unquestionably incorporate endeavors to control populace and environmental 

pollution. 
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1. Introduction  

The rapid population development and monetary 

advancement in nation are debasing the environment through 

the uncontrolled development of urbanization and 

industrialization, extension and strengthening of horticulture, 

and the demolition of characteristic natural surroundings. One 

of the significant reasons for environmental debasement in 

India could be credited to rapid development of population, 

which is antagonistically influencing the common assets and 

environment. The developing population and the environmental 

decay face the test of supported advancement without 

environmental harm. The presence or the nonappearance of 

great characteristic assets can encourage or hinder the 

procedure of financial improvement.  

The three key statistic elements of births, passing and 

movement produce changes in population size; structure, 

dissemination and these progressions bring up various 

significant issues of circumstances and logical results. 

As the 21st century starts, developing number of 

individuals and rising degrees of utilization per capita are 

exhausting common assets and corrupting the environment. 

The poverty-environmental harm nexus in India must be found 

with regards to population development also. The weights on 

the environment escalate each day as the population develops. 

The rapid increment of human numbers consolidates with 

urgent poverty and rising degrees of utilization are draining 

normal assets on which the job of present and future ages 

depends. Poverty, is among the results of population 

development and its way of life assume significant job in 

draining the environment either its fuel requests for cooking or 

for gaining business for their endurance. The inconsistent 

conveyance of assets and restricted open doors cause push 

and draw factor for individuals living beneath poverty line that 

thusly overburdened the population thickness in urban zones 

and environment get controlled by manifolds, thusly, urban 

ghettos are created in urban zones. 

There are different purposes behind this variety in the 

pattern of population development rate in different censuses. 

The expansion in population has been because of the 

improvement in wellbeing conditions and control of illnesses. 

The thickness of population has gone up from 117 of every 

1951 to 312 people in 2001 furthermore, it generally 

demonstrates an expanding pattern over the evaluation years 

in people per square kilometer. A few push and dismantle 

components are dared to be employable towards misery out 

relocation from country to urban zones. This may be because 

of the declining asset accessibility per capita and contracting 

financial open doors in rustic zones, and better monetary 

chances, wellbeing and instructive offices and so on in urban 

regions, giving chances to more significant level of human 

capital advancement could be the basic variables for rustic out 

movement. 

 

2. Impacts of Over Population  

Indeed, even following 67 years of freedom, the situation 

of our nation isn't great, due to over populace. Some significant 

effects of high populace are as per the following:  

 Unemployment: Generating work for a gigantic 

populace in a nation like India is exceptionally 

troublesome. The quantity of ignorant people expands 

each year. Unemployment rate is in this way 

demonstrating an expanding pattern.  

 Manpower use: The quantity of jobless individuals is on 

the ascent in India because of financial downturn and 

moderate business improvement and extension 

exercises.  

 Weight on foundation: Development of infrastructural 

offices is sadly not keeping pace with the development 
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of populace. The outcome is absence of transportation, 

correspondence, lodging, training, human services and 

so on. There has been an expansion in the quantity of 

ghettos, packed houses, traffic clog and so forth.  

 Resource use: Land territories, water resources, 

backwoods are over abused. There is additionally 

shortage of resources.  

 Diminished generation and expanded costs: Food 

creation and dispersion have not had the option to make 

up for lost time with the expanding populace and thus 

the expenses of creation have expanded. Expansion is 

the significant outcome of over populace.  

 Biased salary circulation: even with an expanding 

populace, there is an inconsistent appropriation of pay 

and disparities inside the nation extend. 

 

3. Vital rates in India  

The development of population relies on richness, 

mortality and movement. The procedure of quickened 

population development in India till 1970s were seen to 

observe a minor deceleration during 1980s, as the decadal 

population development was 23.9 percent contrasted with 24.9 

percent in 1970s. Further decreases in fruitfulness have been 

seen during 1990s and 2000s. The evaluated birth, passing, 

normal development, newborn child mortality and complete 

fruitfulness rates in India. 

It is uncovered from table that birth rate in India has 

declined from 33.9 per thousand populations in 1981 to 29 for 

each thousand populations in 1991 and it further declined to 25 

for every thousand populations in 2001. Simultaneously 

unrefined passing rate has additionally declined from 12.5 per 

thousand populations in 1981 to 9.8 per thousand populations 

in 1991 and it further declined to 8 for every thousand 

populations in 2001. Accordingly, the characteristic 

development pace of India's population has declined from 21.4 

percent in 1981 to 17 percent in 2001. The Total richness rate 

has additionally declined from 4.5 youngsters per ladies in 

1981 to 3.1 kids for each ladies in 2001. Newborn child 

Mortality Rate (IMR) per thousand in India has relentlessly 

declined from 110 out of 1981 to 72 of every 1991 except the 

IMR (66) in 2001 is still exceptionally high. 

 

4. Patterns in poverty and its environmental impacts in 

India  

The greater part of India’s poor live in country regions and 

is occupied with farming. India's poverty decrease through the 

counter poverty and work age programs alongside in general 

monetary development arranging endeavors has diminished 

the poverty proportion in the nation. The patterns in poverty in 

India are delineated in Table 3. The individuals beneath 

poverty line declined from 55 percent in 1973 to 26 percent in 

1999-2000. Without a doubt the quantity of poor have, in any 

case, declined from 320 million in 1973-74 to 260 million of 

every 1999-2000. During a similar period the division of 

population beneath poverty line dropped from 56.4 percent to 

27.1 percent in provincial regions and from 49 percent to 23.6 

percent in urban territories. Over the period 1987-88 to 1999-

2000, urban and rustic poverty declined yet more decays have 

been experienced by urban territories. Poverty is said to be 

both circumstances and logical results of environment 

corruption. More unfortunate individuals, who can't meet their 

subsistence needs through buy, are compelled to utilize basic 

property assets for example, woodlands for nourishment and 

fuel, pastures for grain, and lakes and waterways for water. It 

moreover adds to environmental corruption through over 

misuse of characteristic assets like land, air and water. 

Population weight driven overexploitation of the surface and 

underground water assets by the poor has come about into 

tainting and weariness of the water assets. Urban population is 

additionally utilizing streams to discard untreated sewage and 

mechanical emanating. The outcome is that soundness of 

those wards on untreated water assets is expanding in danger. 

Additionally corrupted environment can quicken the procedure 

of impoverishment, again in light of the fact that poor people 

depend straightforwardly on normal resources. The poverty 

and rapid population development are found to exist together 

and in this manner appears to strengthening one another. 

Poverty also affects the demographic characteristics of the 

population and hinders the transition to slower population 

growth. Acceleration in poverty alleviation is imperative to 

break this link between poverty and the environment. The 

deterioration of natural resources and unsafe living conditions 

affects the environment and health of the poor people. 

 

Environmental difficulties  

Population development and financial improvement are 

adding to numerous genuine environmental issues in India. 

These incorporate weight ashore, land/soil corruption, 

backwoods, natural surroundings demolition what's more, loss 

of biodiversity, changing utilization design, rising interest for 

vitality, air pollution, an Earth-wide temperature boost and 

environmental change and water shortage and water pollution. 

 

Pressure on land 

India faces the most intense weight on farming area. 

Today every million hectares of land bolsters 7.27 million 

individuals. Forty three percent of the land is under 

development, one of the most elevated on the planet. An 

adjustment in land use example infers an expansion or 

diminishing in the extent of region under various land utilizes at 

a point in at least two timeframes. Portrays the land use design 

in India from 1951 to 2001. In the course of recent years, while 

India's aggregate population expanded by around multiple 

times, the absolute territory of land under development 

expanded by as it were 20.27 percent from 118.75 million 

hectares in 1951 to 142.82 million hectares in 2001. A large 

portion of this development has occurred to the detriment of 

woodland and touching area. In spite of past extension of the 

zone under development, less farming area is accessible to 

sustain every individual in India. It appears varieties in land use 

and a tight scope of changes in the extent of net planted zone 

to add up to land in the nation since 1951 to 2001. Out of all 

out land region of 329 million hectares, as it were 306 million 

hectares is the announcing region (the rest being 

unadministered for different reasons). The land for non-

horticultural uses (lodging, industry and others) is expanded 

from 9.36 million hectares in 1951 to 22.97 million hectares in 

2001. 

The degree of farming escalation and extensification 

described by increment in trimming and water system power 

and higher utilization of compound composts, pesticides and 
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bug sprays. The procedure of farming intensification and 

escalation is prompting land debasement, overexploitation of 

underground water assets, expanded utilization of concoction 

manures prompting eutrophication and water pollution. 

Agrarian strengthening in view of expanding editing force, 

water system power and unnecessary utilization of substance 

manures coming about into water logging, salinization and 

alkalinization of croplands and eutrophication of water bodies 

and sick strength of seas and hence decreases in biodiversity. 

 

Land/soil corruption  

Direct effects of agrarian advancement on the 

environment emerge from cultivating exercises, which add to 

soil disintegration, land salination and loss of supplements. 

The spread of green unrest has been joined by over misuse of 

land and water assets and utilization of manures and 

pesticides have expanded numerous folds. Moving 

development has likewise been an significant reason for land 

debasement. Draining from broad utilization of pesticides and 

manures is a significant wellspring of tainting of water bodies. 

Escalated agribusiness and water system add to arrive 

debasement especially salination, alkalization and water 

logging. It is clear that the majority of the land in the nation is 

corrupting, in this manner influencing the beneficial asset base 

of the economy. Out of the absolute geological region of 328.7 

million hectares, 175 million hectares are viewed as land-

debased territory. 

Water and wind disintegration is the major giver of 141.3 

million hectares to soil disintegration, with different variables 

like water logging 8.5 million hectares, antacid soil 3.6 million 

hectares, corrosive soil 4.5 million hectares, saline soil 

counting seaside sandy territories 5.5 million hectares adding 

to the situ debasement. While soil disintegration by downpour 

and waterway in slope territories causes avalanches and 

floods, deforestation, overgrazing, customary rural works on, 

mining and off base siting of advancement extends in 

backwoods regions have brought about opening up of these 

territories to overwhelming soil disintegration. Gorges and 

ravines announced 4 million hectares; region subject to moving 

development revealed 4.9 million hectares and riverine and 

deluges disintegration because of floods and eutrophication 

because of rural keep running off announced 2.7 million 

hectares. The expanding strengthening and extensification 

likewise brings about salination, alkalization and water signing 

in flooded regions of the nation. For accomplishing and 

keeping up nourishment security, feasible ranger service, rural 

and provincial improvements controlling of land/soil 

disintegration is especially fundamental. 

 

 
 

5. Soil Erosion and Land Degradation, 1984-85. 

Forest resources  

With under 2 percent of the world's all out forest zone, the 

nation underpins 18 percent of its population. The complete 

territory under forests was 675.54 thousand square kilometers 

in 2001, which was 21 percent of the complete geological 

region, as against the National Forest Policy 1988 stipulation of 

an objective of 33 percent. Indeed, even inside this recorded 

region, just 416.81 thousand square kilometers, or just 12.68 

percent of nation's all out land zone, involves thick forest with a 

crown thickness of in excess of 40 percent, along these lines 

mirroring a subjective decrease of forests in the nation. The 

near circumstance of forest spread in India is given. Generally 

speaking, the aggregate forest spread had been expanded by 

35.43 thousand square kilometers (Sq. Kms.) from 640.11 

thousand Sq. Kms. in 1993 to 675.54 thousand Sq. Kms. in 

2001. In the year 2001, as thought about to 1999, the all out 

forest spread had expanded by 38.24 thousand Sq. Kms. The 

states which appeared critical increment in forest spreads are 

Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Punjab, West Bengal and Rajasthan. Be that as 

it may, it has expanded in 1999 by 3.90 thousand Sq. Kms. 

when contrasted with 1997. In the year 1997, when contrasted 

with 1993, the aggregate forest spread has diminished by 6.71 

thousand Sq. Kms. The states, which have indicated 

noteworthy decrease in the forest spreads, were Andhra 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Though the conditions of 

Gujrat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and West Bengal have 

demonstrated an expansion in forest spread. 
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To control unabated redirection of forestland for non-

forestry purposes, Forest (Preservation) Act, 1980 was 

authorized. It has brought about decrease of redirection of 

forest region for non-forestry purposes significantly and the 

present pace of redirection is 16,000 hectare yearly (Financial 

Survey of India, 1998-99). Forests are a significant common 

asset of India. They assume a significant job in giving crude 

materials to businesses and creating salary and work. Forests 

likewise assume a significant job in improving the nature of 

environment by impacting the natural parity and life emotionally 

supportive network (checking soil disintegration, keeping up 

soil richness, saving water, managing water cycles and floods, 

adjusting carbon dioxide and oxygen content in environment 

and so forth. They have moderate impact against floods and in 

this manner they ensure the dirt disintegration. 

 

Declining per capita forest land and rural land  

The population development has brought about a 

descending pattern in per capita accessibility of forest and rural 

land since the 1950s. Per capita accessibility of forests in India 

is a lot of lower than the world normal. The per capita 

accessibility of forest land and rural land is portrayed. In 

general, per capita accessibility of forestland had wavered 

around 0.113 hectare during the 1950s, and afterward has 

reliably declined. The per capita accessibility of forest land 

declined from 0.124 hectares per capita from 1960-61 to 0.071 

hectares in 1998-99 - a level that is very low contrasted with 

the world gauges. The development of population is relied 

upon to be quicker than sought after upgrades in forest spread 

just as quality. In the course of the most recent ten years, in 

spite of legislative activities of joint forest administration, tree 

producer's co-employable developments and different 

endeavors substantial outcomes are still to be watched, and 

forest exhaustion and debasement is still expanding. 

Essentially, the per capita accessibility of rural land in country 

territories has decrease reliably from 0.638 hectare in 1950-51 

to 0.271 hectare in 1998-99 and is required to decrease further 

as population keeps on developing. 

 

Net availability of food grains in India  

The per capita net availability of food grains in India is 

displayed in Table 8. The per capita net availability of food 

grains in India shows that, there is an availability or lack of food 

grains in the nation. Expanding patterns in per capita 

availability of food grains is generally because of oats. Despite 

the fact that, per capita availability of heartbeats appears to 

have gone down since 1961 however the availability of the 

palatable oil, sugar and cotton fabric portray an expanding 

pattern. By and large the per capita availability of food grains 

had gone up from 395 grams for every capita every day in 

1951 to 458 grams for each capita per day in 1999-2000. The 

per capita availability of oats expanded from 334 grams for 

each capita every day in 1951 to 426 grams for every capita 

every day in 1999-2000. Moreover, per capita availability of 

heartbeats. 

Furthermore, per capita availability of pulses declined from 

61 grams for every capita every day to 32 grams for each 

capita every day over the period. Be that as it may, the per 

capita every day availability of heartbeats had gone down 

during the period yet all the while the per capita every day 

availability of consumable oil, sugar and cotton material has 

been reliably expanded during the period. Obviously, 

availability doesn't mean openness in view of absence of 

obtaining power among poor segments of society. 

Notwithstanding, better authoritative administration can 

guarantee better dispersion and hence utilization when the 

availability is guaranteed. 

 

Habitat destruction and loss of biodiversity  

Assurance of earth's natural decent variety is a significant 

objective in its very own right. Biodiversity has direct wasteful 

incentive in food, agribusiness, medication, industry and so on. 

It likewise has the tasteful and recreational worth. The best risk 

to biodiversity isn't destruction of plants and creatures per se, 

but instead the destruction of their habitat. India is one of the 

12 uber biodiversity nations of the world. From around 70 

percent of the all out geological zone reviewed so far 46,000 

plant species and 81,000 creature species speaking to around 

7 percent of the world's greenery and 6.5 percent of the world's 

fauna have been portrayed. Population development prompts 

growing human settlements and expanding interest for food, 

fuel and building materials. Modernization of agribusiness 

additionally undermines possibly important neighborhood 

crops. Biodiversity the world over is in hazard since the 

habitats are compromised because of such advancement 

programs as making of supplies, mining, forest clearing, lying 

of correspondence and transport systems and so on. It is 

assessed that in the overall point of view marginally more than 

1000 creature species and sub-species are undermined with 

the elimination pace of one every year, while 20,000 

blossoming plants are thought to be in danger (Compendium of 

Environment Statistics, 2000). 

 

Changing consumption patterns  

The financial and modern advancement is unavoidably 

joined by changing patterns of consumption. The quantity of 

enlisted engine vehicles in India gives one valuable marker of 

extending consumption and monetary development. The 

expanding vehicles in nation, creating more air pollution, fuel 

consumption, congested driving conditions and requests for 

street development regularly at the cost of farming area. The 

absolute number of enrolled vehicles in India has expanded 

from 3 million out of 1950-51 to 55 million of every 2001-2002. 

The quantity of enlisted bikes rose from simply 0.27 million out 

of 1950-51 to in excess of 385 million of every 2000-2001. The 

quantity of autos, jeeps and taxicabs additionally enrolled an 

expansion from 1.59 million of every 1950-51 to 71 million out 

of 2000-2001. The quantity of enrolled trucks and transports 

likewise enlisted an expansion from 0.82 million of every 1950-

51 to 2.95 million of every 2000-2001 and 0.34 million out of 

1950-51 to more than 0.63 million of every 2000-2001 

separately. The significant offer is contributed by metropolitan 

urban communities in every enlisted vehicle in the nation. 

The population of India in 2000 was a little more than 1 

billion, and there were around 10 engine vehicles for each 

1000 individuals, or an aggregate of about 10 million engine 

vehicles in the nation. In 2020, the population of India will be 

about 1.3 billion, and there will be around 44 engine vehicles 

for each 1000 individuals, making a sum of 57 million vehicles 

(Energy Information Administration, 2001). An expansion in 

vehicular pollution is related with various environmental issues 

like air pollution and a worldwide temperature alteration. In 
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most urban zones of India, air pollution has declined because 

of traffic blockage, poor lodging, poor sanitation and seepage 

and trash aggregation. The environmental impacts of fills like 

oil and oil based goods are of developing concern owing to 

expanding consumption levels. 

 

Rising demand for energy  

The environmental impacts because of expanding 

consumption levels of powers like coal; lignite, oil and atomic 

and so forth are of developing worry to different scientists. The 

ignition of these fills in ventures has been a significant 

wellspring of pollution. Coal generation through open cast 

mining; its supply to and consumption in power stations and 

modern boilers prompts particulate and pollution, which can 

cause pneumoconiosis, bronchitis and respiratory infections. 

The energy generation/consumption in India during 1950-51 to 

2000-2001 is delineated Energy generation and consumption 

has expanded consistently in India since 1950 onwards. The 

generation of coal and lignite has expanded from 32.2 million 

tons in 1950-51 to 313.70 million tons in 2000-2001, an 

expansion of 9.74 occasions. The creation of oil based 

commodities enrolled an increment of multiple times, from 3.3 

million tons in 1950-51 to 95.6 million tons in 2000-2001. 

 

6. Summary  

The results of high populace development rates are 

expanding number of individuals underneath neediness line, 

an expanding populace thickness, and weight on characteristic 

assets. The examination uncovers that the nation's populace 

development and neediness is forcing an expanding trouble on 

the nation's restricted and ceaselessly debasing common asset 

base. The common assets are under expanding strain, despite 

the fact that most of individuals make due at subsistence level. 

It will progressively hard to fulfill the essential needs of a 

developing populace even at present degrees of utilization, 

and the circumstance will fall apart dynamically as the per 

capita utilization of assets increments. Populace weight on 

arable land adds to the land corruption, accordingly influencing 

the beneficial asset base of the economy. The expanding 

populace numbers and developing abundance have just 

brought about fast development of vitality generation and 

utilization in India and this pattern must be relied upon to 

quicken later on. The natural impacts like air contamination 

and an unnatural weather change are of developing concern 

inferable from expanding utilization levels. In any case, 

ecological contamination not just prompts decaying natural 

conditions yet in addition effectsly affect the feasible 

improvement and soundness of individuals.  

The impressive measure of both ground water and surface 

water sullying because of compound composts and bug sprays 

in the nation prompts different water borne maladies. The 

development of populace is a principal factor in its relationship 

to regular assets, condition and innovation. To summarize, 

there is a critical need to control populace and destitution, 

moderate and ensure characteristic assets and the earth for 

sound people. 
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