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This examination aims to dissect women's oppression in Paulo Coelho's The Spy tale by 

utilizing a feminist perspective. This investigation examines the delineation of women's 

oppression, recognizes the indicator of women's oppression, and demonstrates the reason 

why the creator tended to the issue of women's oppression in his work. This examination is 

qualitative descriptive research. The data source utilized in this examination is separated 

into two classifications: primary data source and secondary data source. The primary data 

source is a novel entitled The Spy by Paulo Coelho which consists of 208 pages and 

distributed in 2016. The secondary data wellspring of this examination is websites, diaries, 

lexicons, books, articles and different sources identified with this investigation. 
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1. Introduction 

Women all through ages have been living with "sorry 

syndrome," (Ali. "Women and the 'Sorry syndrome'." 

Sleepoverz ) in this manner they might be alluded to as the 

most "contrite sexual orientation,"( Healy, Katie . "Women and 

the Sorry Syndrome."Lake Views, 19 Nov. 2015, Accessed 20 

May 2017) as saying sorry eagerly is by all accounts their 

propensity. Some of the time women are sorry notwithstanding 

for being conceived. An embryo when found to be that of a 

young lady is murdered brutally in the belly. Regardless of 

whether the baby endures, it endures just to turn into "the 

other" (Beauvoir 262) in the society living by the principles set 

somewhere around the male controlled society. Consistently 

she is made to feel that she has no cerebrum of her own and 

that she can't take her very own decisions. As it were, she is 

believed to be not so much reasonable but rather more 

emotive. In any case, there is no fact in saying that women are 

inalienably mild, accommodating, agreeable, and dependent.  

A male kid will discover nothing incorrectly in playing with 

dolls and a female tyke won't think that it’s peculiar to play with 

a bat and ball. As such, sex is organically decided however 

sexual orientation is a social build as Judith Butler had stated: 

"Manly and female jobs are not naturally fixed yet socially 

developed" (Butler, Performance and Performativity). We are 

what society thinks about us; on account of a young lady tyke, 

she is female by sex however turns into a lady through the 

procedure of gendering and in this procedure, the society, the 

instructive establishments and religion have a significant 

impact. They develop her so that the sole goal of her life moves 

toward becoming to satisfy men. Be that as it may, exemptions 

are consistently there; there have been women who have set 

out to oppose the show yet for this, they have paid an 

exceptionally substantial cost. One such lady is Mata Hari 

whom the creator Paulo Coelho talks about in the novel ‘The 

Spy’. Mata Hari deconstructs the legend of compliant lady as 

the creator reports her adage that "I don't have the foggiest 

idea if the future will recall me, yet on the off chance that it 

does, may it never consider me to be an injured individual, 

however as somebody who pushed ahead with fearlessness, 

courageously paying the value she needed to pay."  

The mental results of such monstrosities submitted upon 

women were huge: "When somebody is a casualty of sexual 

savagery, it affects the survivor, yet in addition the individuals 

around them. Sexual brutality can influence numerous 

individuals in an unfortunate casualty/survivor's life: guardians, 

companions, accomplices, kids, life partners, cohorts as well as 

coworkers."("Effects of Sexual Violence." Rape Victim 

Advocates. Gotten to 21 May 2017.). The caretaker as well as 

our hero herself is additionally a rape unfortunate casualty : 

"Every one of the men I've known have given me euphoria, 

gems or a spot in society, and I've never lamented realizing 

them with the exception of the primary, the school head who 

raped me when I was sixteen" (Coelho 22). A pedophilic school 

chief rapes her, the individual who should secure kids and deal 

with the whole establishment, falls such a great amount from 

his dignity that he rapes a multiyear old young lady. Again the 

mental outcomes of this occurrence were so incredible in Mata 

Hari (that time Margaret Ella) that she started to consider sex 

something mechanical that had nothing to do with adoration. 

Regardless of whether you adore an individual or not or you 

simply know him from some place or regardless of whether he 

is a more odd, love-production is allowed to you since it 

includes no feelings: "From that experience, I started to 

connect sex with something mechanical, something that had 

nothing to do with adoration." (Coelho 21). This factor proceeds 

to characterize her future existence of being an artist prostitute. 

Maybe she would have never settled on such a calling had she 

carried on an ordinary childhood. An early childhood 

experience is significant in encircling the future conduct of kids. 

To the extent our character, Mata Hari, is concerned, she too 

had a nightmarish childhood in view of which she didn't 

discover anything amiss with prostitution and along these lines 

got entrapped in the reconnaissance case. 

 

2. Feminist Analysis 

Feminist hypothesis doesn't speak to a firm or solid 

category that embodies a reliable investigative structure. There 

are numerous assortments of feminism and numerous methods 

for being feminist. The very utilization of the term 'feminist' 

examination is ceaselessly being discussed. In spite of the fact 

that, the term has changed implications, tending to women's 

issues and needs in diverse spots, times and settings are 

integral to all. This examination utilizes the term 'feminist 

investigation's to propose an investigation which is prevalently 
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concerned with the separation experience of women and where 

patriarchy fills in as a fundamental category for the 

investigation of the practices and philosophies that develop the 

personality and status of a separated from lady. This case is 

appropriate with regards to giving a comprehension of women's 

separation out of this world crosswise over it, analyzed in the 

light of feminist perspectives of gender relations.  

Settings grasp social subjects: their physical, social and 

monetary connections, and physical condition alongside the 

social depictions of their development and correspondence. 

From a basic perspective, a setting of a specific book 

incorporates both the social and verbose practices of the 

content. Subsequently, an examination of the rambling 

practices of the content considers the creation and reaction 

given to the content. The reaction to the content here methods 

the basic reaction comprising of audits, grants, and insightful 

works. In any case, as Fair clough (2003) states that a content 

would itself be able to make its unique situation; messages 

consistently make significance in connection with its setting of 

generation – the conditions wherein it was spoken or 

composed, and the setting of utilization. As needs be, the 

setting of the circumstance is all the for the most part the 

setting of culture.  

Considering social substances as gendered, Hall (1997) 

receives a complex hypothetical direction towards setting. 

Setting is viewed as a diverse, dynamic, intervened and 

advancing substance as opposed to static, fixed and brought 

together. As opposed to a relativistic perspective on setting, 

Hall holds that settings are positioned inconsistent in power 

relations. Continuing with the ideas of talk as setting based, at 

that point elucidates that learning isn't gender unbiased. All 

settings are gendered, classed and hustled. As the states of 

presence inside a particular setting are diverse for its 

individuals - male and female, the intensity of feminist 

investigation lies in its moment and itemized assessment of 

monetary, social, ideological and political structures, which 

shape the lived encounters of women. Along these lines, 

feminist pundits challenge the possibility of target reality. As 

reality with regards to the social reality is constantly created 

from a particular social circumstance, no uniform and steady 

social perspective really exists. Individuals are increase 

positioned in the social structure; accordingly, they have 

various encounters of the social world which they appreciate in 

an unexpected way. In this way, when a social view is offered 

as last and completely objective, it just turns into an outflow of 

the superfluous control that an unequivocal gathering has in 

the social request. Singular entertainers comprehend the 

encompassed social life by following social practices; feminist 

analysts worry about the rationalistic interchange between 

social control and human organization (Anderson, 1989).  

Feminist analysis in its non-artistic setting battles for 

women's privileges in social, political, social, religious, 

instructive, physical and mental circles of life. Though, feminist 

scholarly analysis follows the manner in which abstract writings 

shape explicit practices and philosophies. Be that as it may, all 

the various methodologies of the feminism backer equivalent 

rights for women inside the society, legislative issues, 

business, training, and individual life. They reject and contradict 

set up and customary jobs of women; they differ in various 

ways. As Brown and Olson (1978) announce that while every 

one of them concur that women are exploited and abused by 

their social and social environment, they are not consistent in 

regards to the highlights and attributes which separate men 

from women: which of these distinctions merit keeping up, how 

society can be changed and approaches to accomplish their 

targets. Feminism is a dynamic hypothesis and doesn't 

acknowledge any single definition.  

Feminist abstract analysis worries about the authenticity 

and articulation of a female author and her female characters in 

writing. Greene and Kahn (1985) characterize feminist artistic 

analysis as a part of multidisciplinary request that perspectives 

gender as a fundamental component of social experience. This 

examination presumes two related ideas of gender as socially 

made, and accordingly a fundamental part of investigation for 

any social control. Also, that a male observation accepted to be 

'all inclusive', has commanded fields of learning, molding their 

ideal models and techniques. This involves gender is setting 

bound and varies from one culture to the next. It likewise 

proposes that women's encounters are significantly not the 

same as the encounters of men. 

 

3. Historicism approach 

New Historicism approaches history in a manner that is 

more holistic than Old Historicism, however it attempts to 

smooth out the distinctions in character arrangement by its 

steady references to control politics as opposed to this, the 

eminent feminist Judith Butler contends that power isn't just the 

solid determinant in surveying history, gender can be 

considered regarding personality. Alison Conway sees the 

investigation if abstract history and social history as 

insignificant hypothetical exercise on the off chance that they 

are not situated inside contemporary debates and political or 

other ideological, as against the recounted methodology of the 

New Historicist.  

The paper takes up the perspective of feminist critics of 

New Historicism and investigates the history-writing interface in 

the life of Mata Hari, a covert operative associated with World 

War I. In, The Spy by Paulo Coelho, the hero is Mata Hari. She 

is an artist who insubordinate against the generalizations of 

women for her time so as to pursue her fantasy. During World 

War I, she was scavenged by the German officials to go about 

as a covert agent, since she was taking part in extramarital 

entanglements with a man who might turn into France's minster 

at the hour of war. She opposes functioning as a covert 

operative, she contends saying that she approves of being a 

Prostitute, rather double-crossing France. Be that as it may, 

lamentably, she was blamed and saw as liable.  

Paulo Coelho's life remains the primary wellspring of 

inspiration for his books. He has played with death, got away 

frenzy, dawdled with medications, withstood torment, explored 

different avenues regarding magic and alchemy, and 

considered way of thinking and religion, read insatiably, lost 

and recouped his confidence, and encountered the agony and 

pleasure of adoration. In searching for his own place on the 

planet, he has found responses for the difficulties that 

everybody faces. He accepts that, inside ourselves, we have 

the vital strength to locate our own predetermination. His 

novel,‘The Alchemist’(1988) has sold in excess of 65 million 

copies and has been referred to as an inspiration by individuals 

as diverse as Mala Yousafzai and Pharrell Williams. Paulo 

Coelho has sold in excess of 200 million books around the 
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world. His work is distributed in eighty one dialects, and he is 

the most translated living creator on the planet. 

 

4. Conclusion 

In this letter, he says the amount she cherishes her and 

advises about his efforts to free Mata from this case. He 

additionally makes reference to that Mata concealed numerous 

things from him and the more she lied, the more it made his 

activity pivotal. Finally he closes his letter telling that God will 

condemn those individuals who wrongly denounced her 

demise. Rather than equity there was wickedness, rather than 

righteousness, there was at this point more wickedness… But 

God will pass judgment on them all, both the righteous and 

mischievous, God will pass judgment on them both for there is 

a period for each intention, a period for each deed.  

The lady under talk is a solitary lady. Women in wartime 

Europe were not the most free nor generally respected. Mata 

Hari says, "Nobody confides in a lady alone". Coelho draws out 

an image about how the warring groups couldn't take off alone 

a lady whose most noteworthy sin was having a free 

personality in a war-torn world. Judith Newton recommends 

that, "Feminist hypothesis enables us to interrogate all the 

more seriously that we bring to our investigation of past. The 

huge capabilities and gifts of the women, which were not seen 

in before chronicled references, have been given another 

reverberation by feminist hypothesis and in numerous cutting 

edge scholarly works. The muddled existence of this lady 

encouraged that each fantasy has a cost. When one is set out 

to appear as something else, one ought to be prepared to be 

attacked. In spite of the fact that they are in an antagonistic, 

manly world, they can discover a circumstance to go around 

this. This epic offers the perusers a progressively human side 

to the hero, Mata Hari, as a casualty of local maltreatment and 

verifiable conditions may at last vanquish the chronicled Slut-

disgracing of Mata Hari. Many grieved her demise. Coelho 

carries the profundity to this novel by consolidating the reality 

with fiction. He furnished the perusers with both passionate 

perspectives just as research actualities being the cutting edge 

proof to propose her blamelessness.  

Love for a lady ends up being a startling experience since 

she is never again the proprietor of her own body. It is a male 

who exercises control over her body and makes her spirit feel 

the fierceness implicated on her body. As in the Hindu folklore, 

a man who happens to be your better half has been given the 

status of Pati-permeshwar; regardless of what he does to you, 

he is your God, and your condition is your fate for which you 

can't accuse anybody. As per Colette Guillaumin, women's 

sexual commitment to men happens both in marriage and in 

prostitution. For Guillaumin, the primary contrast between the 

two is that time limits are put on a man's utilization of 

prostitutes, and he should pay for the particular demonstrations 

he needs. To the extent our hero is concerned she had just 

escaped the oppressive regimes of marriage and now for the 

demonstration of affection profiting and blessings. This was her 

method for earning money and living in a world yet her ways 

demonstrated to be hazardous for her since she couldn't 

escape patriarchy on the whole. 
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