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Folksong is summarily a tradition, mostly oral, which is carried forward generation after 

generation among the people of a community, area or country that has a unique identity. 

Folksong is an important component of folk tradition and folk culture, which originated 

among the people of a country, community or area, passed by oral tradition from one 

singer or generation to the next, often existing in several versions, and marked generally 

by simple, modal melody and stanza or narrative verse. Classical and semi-classical song 

has got a national or international character in terms its style and presentation. the status 

of semi-classical song.The style of singing a verse or lyric decides the type of song 

whether it is folk or classical. The study is a qualitative  research started with an objective 

to study and analyse the style of singing a folksong as well as  semi-classical music with 

the help of tools like books, journals, CDs, internet searching, you-tube searching, 

interviews etc. When a folk song becomes popular and chosen up by the school classical 

music, and presented in the style of classical and semi-classical song nationally or 

internationally, it getstatus of semi-classical song. The popular folk song Kajri and Chaiti 

originated in the north part of India and sung in its traditional style from generation to 

generation. Because of its popularity and beauty these are picked up by the exponents of 

the school of classical music and are presented in the style of classical music world-wide 

and become part of semi-classical music. It can be concluded that a folksong, because of 

its popularity and characteristics, taken and performed by the classical musicians in their 

style got the status of semi-classical music. 
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1. Introduction 

Music in general is a universal human phenomenon from 

the primitive period across time, language and culture. And 

gradually it has become a part of cultural heritage of any 

community or nation. In the process of its evolution it has been 

classified in different way with respect to its style and 

presentation across the globe.  

 

The present paper examines and discusses how a 

particular genre of music with its popularity takes the status of 

a different genre of music with improvisation in style and 

presentation. The discussion in the paper will primarily be 

based on Indian musical context, particularly Hindustani 

Classical Music. Classical and semi-classical music is a kind of 

music which has a standard, style, grammar, norms, and 

performed by skilled musicians. Even the audience requires 

some knowledge and understanding about the style to 

perceive and enjoy the song. On the other hand folk music is a 

kind of traditional music of common people of a particular 

community mostly to narrate a lyric. 

 

Folk  

Folk and folklore have been defined in various ways. 

Oxford Advance Learners‟ Dictionary defines folk as traditional 

art, culture etc. typical of the ordinary people of a country or 

community.  

 

Folk song 

According to dictionarya folk song is a song originating 

among the people, country or area, passed by oral tradition 

from one singer or generation to the nextoften existing in 

several versions and marked generally by simple, modal 

melody and stanza, narrative verse 

(www.dictionary.com/browse/folk-song). Hence folk song is a 

tradition, community and area specific and has a unique style 

of singing a verse or lyric. 

 

The term folk music, folk song and folk dance are 

comparatively recent expressions. There extensions of the 

term folklore which was coined in 1846 by English Antiquarian 

William Thoms. Though the term originated in the 19
th
 

centurybut is often applied to music older than that (Wikipedia). 

Ordinarily a folk song or a folk music emerges from a linguistic 

boundary of a country. According to Ranade (1997) Folk music 

is meant for the entire body of an organizedhuman group 

bound by specific culturaltiesindicating commonality of 

language, geographical location, social convention, and so on. 

It emerges circulates and lives as their expression(pp-7). 

 

In general folk music is considered as regional. It has 

traditionally been associated with events from everyday life 

and is often performed at festivals and life-cycle events 

(http://factsanddetails.com/india/Arts_Culture_Media_sports/su

b7_5c/entry4250.html). But it has emotional relationship with 

the common people of the particular community to which it 

belongs to, and its culture. Itsidentity is closely related with 

some non-musical activities of the community or region. For 

example particular folk song is sung to mark or celebrate 

festivals, welcoming seasons, harvest, wedding, sailing in the 

river etc. So folk music also signifies identity. But the identity is 

not limited to the particular community or region. Outside the 
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country or at international level it gets the identity of a nation. 

Any regional folk song of our country India is recognised as 

Indian folk song in abroad. Unity in diversity is a unique 

characteristic of India. It is a vast country comprising of diverse 

culture, art, language, music etc. As a result, this diverse 

feature of the country gave birth to variety of folksong or music 

emerged from different region with their identity. Some of these 

folk music areBhangda(Punjab), Gidda(Punjab), Bihu(Assam), 

Garba(Gujarat), Lavani(Maharashtra),Bhatiali(Bengal), 

Bhawaiya(Uttar Banga),Kajri(UP, Bihar), Chaiti(UP, Bihar)etc. 

 

As far as structure or grammar is concerned, there is no 

specific or definite rule for folk songs. But there are certain 

identifiable characteristics present in these songs which make 

their identity and are labeled accordingly. A folk song is some 

sort of story from the past. There is no definition of the past, 

but they tend to refer events at least 50 years old. By creating 

a song out of an event, it makes it easier to remember. Most 

folk songs are of difficult or troubled times, but there are some 

that celebrate or commemorate times of happiness. 

(www.entertainment.blurtit.com). 

 

Folk culture, whether it is folklore or folksong is summarily 

a tradition, mostly oral, which is carried forward generation 

after generation among the people of a community, area or 

country that has a unique identity. Altogether, folklore or folk 

culture is a tradition of any region, community or country and 

has to be considered as part of heritage of the culture. 

 

2. Classical And Semi-Classical Music 

The word „Classic‟ means anything judged over a period of 

time to be of the highest quality and outstanding of its kind, and 

„Classical‟ means representing an exemplary standard within a 

traditional and long established form or style.The above 

statements suggest that Classical Music is a form of music 

which has a long history of its evolution across time and 

tradition, and has a standard high quality form or style. The 

roots of Indian music in general found in Vedic literature. Indian 

classical music is one of many forms of art music that have 

their roots in particular regional cultures.Classical music is 

referred to as „art music‟. It has its roots in the traditional 

music. And through its evolution it reached its heights of 

complexity and development to today‟s style and world-wide 

popularity. Indian classical music is a genre of South Asian 

music. It has two major traditions. The classical music tradition 

of the ancient and medieval Indian subcontinent (modern 

Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan) was a generally integrated 

system through the 14th century, after which the socio-political 

turmoil of the Delhi Sultanate era isolated the north from the 

south. The North Indian classical music tradition is called 

Hindustani, while the South Indian expression is called 

Carnatic (Wikipedia).The most important characteristic of 

classical music is organization of the notes, which creates a 

clear image of the raga. This image determines details of the 

notes, rhythm, and quality of the music composed or 

performed. This implies that this tradition of music has a strict 

rule, structure or grammar for its performance and exhibiting its 

identity.The Indian classical music has two foundational 

elements, raga and tala. The raga forms the fabric of a melodic 

structure, the tala measures the time cycle.The raga gives an 

artist the ingredients palette to build the melody from sounds, 

while the tala provides them with a creative framework for 

rhythmic improvisation using time 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_classical_music).Since 

classical music is an art-music, its formation has an artistic 

complexity within the structure of a raga. Through the raga, a 

composer or performer expresses his complex emotion 

through creating a melody, and the tala gives a texture creating 

a sense of purpose to melody. Classical music is purely raga 

based and strictly adheres to the rules of the raga.Dhrupad-

Dhamar and Khayal are the types of Hindustani vocal 

music.Semi-classical Musicis a style of music, though based 

on raga, does not require to strictly adhering to the rules of the 

raga. As it is based on bhava or mood, it deviates from the 

rules to retain the bhava.  It is classical in form, quality, etc.; 

that is like classical music but is less complex in nature and 

has a more immediate appeal.  So, Semi-classical music can 

be said to be a style or form that falls between the classical 

and popular genres.Thumri, Dadra, Hori, Kajri, Chaiti etc. are 

the prominent form of semi-classical music. It is to be noted 

that the composers and performers of both classical and semi-

classical music require high and sophisticated musical 

acumen, intellectual ability, command on the raga and tala, 

and long rigorous practice under accomplished mentors.  

 

3. Comparison Between Folk And Classical/Semi-Classical 

Music 

Folk music has its own characteristics and identity. In the 

same way classical and semi-classical music has its own 

established characteristics and identity. The basic differences 

between these two types of music form are given in the 

following table for a better understanding. 

 

Folk Music 
Classical/Semi-Classical 

Music 

It is a traditional culture 

It is serious music, may or may 

not originated from traditional 

culture 

It is limited to particular 

tradition, culture or region 

It is not limited to particular 

region, but of national or 

international character 

It is performed by average 

and ordinary people 

It is performed by accomplished 

musicians and professionals 

It is simple in form without 

any strict rules 

It is complex in form based on 

strict rules 

It is learnt orally and 

informally from generation to 

generation 

It is learnt formally under the 

guidance of accomplished 

mentors or gurus 

 

4. Transformation of Folk Song Into Semi-Classical Form 

As discussed in previous section folk songsare traditional, 

community and region or area specific, and has a unique style 

of singing a verse or lyric. These songs are simple and 

associated with culture and day to day life events of people of 

the culture they belong to. When this genre of song becomes 

popular and picked up by classical musicians, they perform it in 

a complex manner in their own style adding components of 

classical music. In this process these songs are recognized as 

semi-classical music and performed by the skilled music 

professionals on stage. In this way many semi-classical music 

originated from popular folk songs. Among other folk songs, 

Kajri and Chaiti, under discussion in the present study, are 

popular folk songs of UP and Bihar. These two forms of song, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_classical_music
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because of their popularity are performed by the classical 

musician in semi-classical form and have gained wide 

popularity. These two are discussed separately below. 

 

Kajri:Ordinarily it is believed by some musicologists that 

the word Kajri is derived from the Hindi word kajra, which 

means kajal(kohl or black). It is popular folk song from eastern 

Uttar Pradesh sung during the month of Savan (July-August) 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kajari). In another opinion Kajri is 

a folk song of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar (Bhojpur region) to 

rejoice the black monsoon clouds after the scorching summer. 

According to beat of India.com, the original home of Kajri is 

Mirzapur of Uttar Pradesh. It recorded a popular folktale of 

Mirzapur about the origin of Kajri which says that there was 

woman called Kajli whose husband was in a distant land. 

Monsoon arrived and the separation became unbearable....she 

started crying at the feet of the KajmalGoddessorkajli-

Mata.These cries took the form of the popular Kajri songs. 

There are two forms of Kajri singing in UP - one within which it 

is sung on a performance platform and the other when it is 

sung by women on monsoon evenings, while dancing in a 

semi-circle- this is known as the 

DhunmuniyaKajri.Musicologists agree that it is a folk song of 

Uttar Pradesh. According to Ranade (1997), this genre of folk 

song is sung by women of Uttar Pradesh throughout the night 

on the third day of the second half of the Bhadrapad (month of 

August) to the accompaniment of folk dance. Ghosh, L. (1975) 

reported that Kajriis a folk song of Uttar Pradesh. But it is not a 

group or chorus song though it is presented in groups. In the 

group the lead singer sings and others act as duari and repeat 

the thesthayi in chorus. Ghosh is also of the opinion that it is 

sung by the women throughout the night on the third day of the 

second half of the Bhadrapad (month of August) to mark Kajri 

festival when they worship Goddess Kajli and tie jarang around 

the wrist of brothers. However, mostly the lyrics of Kajri are 

based on romanticism. Another two types of folk song related 

to Kajriare Sawan and Jhula. Songs which relate the month 

sawan (second month of rain), is termed as Sawan, and 

Jhularelates to making merriment in jhula (swinging in 

hammock) may be during JhulanPoornima (full-moon night of 

rainy season). 

 

The style of kajri in folk form is available in the following 

audio/video link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57GYlDW7N5k 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oL_VQYWApXg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-lZsqy6_cU 

https://youtu.be/HHrSXcV8ABo 

 

Kajri, in its folk form became very popular in a wide region 

of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. It attracted the classical musicians. 

They picked this song and started presenting in their concerts 

in Hindustani classical music style using elements of the genre 

of semi-classical music now has taken a popular place in the 

repertoire of semi-classical music. 

 

The semi-classical form of Kajri presented by musicians is 

available in the following link. 

https://youtu.be/Kd_Bu7GAV_w 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN41I4VFgmA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN9uFJKNWbE 

 

Chaiti: Like Kajri, Chaiti is also a popular folk song and is 

traditionally sung in the villages and towns of Uttar Pradesh: 

around Banaras, Mirzapur, Mathura, Allahabad and the 

Bhojpur regions of Bihar (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaiti). It 

is sung during the Bengali month of Chait (March-April). Since 

the songs are sung during the month of the festival of Ram 

Navami, in most of the songs the phrase ‘O Rama’ is used. 

Mostly chaiti is sung in a typical sur and tala (Dipchandi). The 

theme of Chaiti is also that of romanticism and making 

merriment. Like Kajri, Chaiti also because of its beauty and 

unparalleled simple melody, gradually occupied a place in the 

repertoire of semi-classical music and popularly performed by 

notable classical musicians on stage in classical style. 

Both the styles of Chaiti – the folk form and semi classical 

form is available in the audio/video clippings in the links given 

below. 

https://youtu.be/dc3aTd6sSfk?list=PLZDmgvkEN5fOkiO2

MtfYDZL7PVdzWc40G. 

https://youtu.be/zoV-Wulxllk 

https://youtu.be/wQNfTFcDIOI 

https://youtu.be/A7_CwcfWzDU 

 

5. Conclusion 

Music is a human phenomenon and associated with 

human life to express and perceive feelings and moods of 

different aspects of life and environment. Folk songs are 

traditional songs of a culture, region, community or people 

continuing generation to generation to mark non-musical 

events of life like festivals, seasons, plantation, harvest etc. 

Folk songs are part of folk culture and can be termed as 

heritage of a society or culture. Evolution of music is part of 

evolution of human civilization. Some of the folk songs became 

very popular because of its traditional value, its relevance to 

social activities and beauty of its simple melody attracted both 

the audience and the classical musicians in particular. They 

picked up some of the folk songs and started presenting in 

classical form adding the elements of classical music. This is 

also a process of evolution through which folk songs, 

KajriandChaiti in particular got important place in the repertoire 

of semi-classical music and thereby reached to the concerts at 

national and international level. Through the study, it was felt 

that there is a need of many more such research studies of folk 

songs and folk culture and its evolution for conservation of an 

important heritage. 
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