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This paper explores Diploma in Elementary Education (D.El.Ed.) 1st year Students’
Attitudes towards Writing in Urdu, to gain knowledge and insight into their Attitudes towards
Writing in Urdu. The study also explores into the level of Attitude towards Writing in Urdu. 75
D.EIEd. first year students of 2018-20 batch enrolled in the Department of Education and
Training, MANUU, Hyderabad, were selected as sample for data collection. The hypotheses
were tested by an Attitude scale, which was administered to D.EI.Ed. 1st year students. The
study reveals that Overall Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.LEd. Students are very
encouraging and this is conducive for their writing. Out of the six variables chosen for the
study only 2 of them, i) Medium of Instruction at +2 level, and ii) Mother Tongue have a
significant effect on the D.EI.Ed. Students, Attitude towards Writing in Urdu. The remaining
four chosen variables for study i) Gender, ii) Type of Institution they studied in at +2 level, iii)
Highest Educational Qualification, and iv) Stream of Study do not have a bearing on

D.EILEd. Students, Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

1. Introduction

David Crystal and Robert Henry Robins (2019) define
language as “ a system of conventional spoken, manual, or
written symbols by means of which human beings, as
members of a social group and participants in its culture,
express themselves. The functions of language include
communication, the expression of identity, play, imaginative
expression, and emotional release”. Whenever we learn any
native language there are four macro skills that we need for the
perfect communication and they are: i) Listening ii) Speaking
iii) Reading and iv) Writing. While learning any language
including Urdu language, the first step is always to learn how to
listen. Secondly we try to speak Urdu language, at the
beginning we may face problems while speaking Urdu but with
the passage of time our pronunciation skills will become
stronger. After this step we try to read Urdu books novels and
newspapers. This will build our level more to the perfection. At
last we have to improve our writing skills, In this stage we have
learn how to write Urdu alphabets correctly, then we move
towards Urdu words, Urdu sentences, paragraphs and so on.
In addition to these macro skills that help to improve overall
performance of any language and in addition to these there are
some micro skills that are relatively more complex then macro
skills but are essential and once a learner understands these
skills they will face no trouble in listening, speaking, reading
and writing Urdu language. These skills include: i) Correct
Pronunciation ii) Use of Correct Grammar iii) Increased
vocabulary iv) How to produce long and small sentences while
speaking / writing and v) Communicating and Interacting with
other people meaningfully.

Brand (1991, p.396) states that Writing often provokes
negative attitude. Musgrove (1998/99) has observed in his
study that ‘what is within writers is quite different from what
they have produced, or even the knowledge and skills they
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have developed along the way. What is within student writers
are heart-felt stories, narratives of success and failure played
out in the English classroom. Unfortunately, the most common
of these stories are filled with fear and despair-students fearing
teachers' comments and peer response, students despairing of
success or approval. Repeated again and again over time,
these narratives of hurt become internalized and shape
students' attitudes toward future writing experiences. Even the
most supportive teaching practices will fail in the face of such
deep-seated resistances.’(Musgrove, 1998/1999, p.1).

Leila Bellour (2007) has observed in his article that
‘Insights into the importance of attitude in L2 writing have led
many researchers to dig into the factors that provoke learners
“‘negative attitudes”. Bowen and Marks (1994, p.143), for
example, report that among the factors contributing to
students’ negative attitudes towards writing are teachers’
feedback and the difficulty of the writing skill in comparison to
speaking. However, the relationship between feedback and
attitude may be viewed as reciprocal in that teachers’ feedback
may not work, if learners hold negative attitudes because of
other factors.’ Bellour, L. (2007 , p.131).

Further, Myles (2002, p.6) argues that learners may
continue to exhibit errors in their writing for the following
reasons:

1) Negative attitudes towards the target language.

2) Continued lack of progress in the second language.

3) A wide social and psychological distance between

them and the target culture and

4) A lack of integrative and instrumental motivation for

learning.

Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) is a
National University, whose mandate is medium of instruction is
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Urdu and the researcher perceived the need for a teacher to
be aware about his students’ Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.
If he /she does not have the knowledge about the Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu about his / her students he/she cannot
implement the effective teaching methods according to the
need of the students and students examination result may vary
and hence this study was taken up.

2. Objectives of the Study

1) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.El.LEd. Students.

2) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.El.LEd. Students on the basis of their Gender.

3) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.ELLEd. Students on the basis of the Type of
Institution they studied in at +2 level i.e., i)
Government, and ii) Private.

4) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.ELLEd. Students on the basis of their Medium of
Instruction at +2 level i.e., i) English, ii) Hindi, and iii)
Urdu.

5) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.ELLEd. Students on the basis of their Highest
Educational Qualification i.e., i)+2, and ii) Under
Graduation

6) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.ELLEd. Students on the basis of their Stream of
study at +2 level i.e., i) Arts / Humanities, ii)
Commerce, and iii) Science.

7) To find out the Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of
D.El.Ed. Students on the basis of their Mother tongue
i.e., i) Urdu, and ii) Hindi.

3. Hypotheses of the Study

1) There is no significant difference between male and
female D.ELEd. Students in their Attitude towards
Writing in Urdu.

2) There is no significant difference between D.EI.Ed.
Students Attitude towards writing in Urdu with respect
to Type of Institution they have studied in at +2 level.

3) There is no significant variance among D.EI.Ed.
Students Attitude towards writing in Urdu with respect
to Medium of Instruction they have studied in at +2
level.

4) There is no significant difference between D.EI.Ed.
Students Attitude towards writing in Urdu with respect
to their Highest Educational Qualification at +2 level.

5) There is no significant variance among D.EI.Ed.
Students Attitude towards writing in Urdu with respect
to Stream of Study at +2 level.

6) There is no significant difference between D.EIL.Ed.
Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu with respect
to their Mother tongue i.e., i) Urdu, and ii) Hindi.

4. Methodology of the Study

Descriptive survey method was employed in this study for
data collection. 75 D.EILEd. first year students of 2018-20 batch
enrolled in Department of Education and Training , MANUU,
Hyderabad, were selected for data collection. The researcher
made tool was employed in this study. The Validity and
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reliability were ensured by getting it validated by a panel of
experts and calculating the inter - rater reliability.
5. Operational definitions

e Student teachers: In this study student teacher
means students pursuing D.EI.LEd. Course.

e Attitude towards Writing in Urdu: In this study
Attitude of D.ELEd. Student towards Writing in Urdu
means how they are thinking or feeling about Writing
in Urdu.

e Type of Institution: In this study type of institution
refers to school / college D.EI.LEd. students pursued
their +2 level education i.e., i) Government and ii)
Private Institution.

e Medium of Instruction: Medium of Instruction refers
to D.El.LEd. Students’ Medium of Instruction at +2 level
i.e., i) English, ii) Hindi, and iii) Urdu.

e Stream of Study: In this study Stream of Study refers
to D.EILEd. to the stream they have studied at +2 level
i.e.,, i) Arts /Humanities, ii) Commerce, and iii)
Science.

e Mother Tongue: It refers to D.ELEd. Students’
Mother Tongue i.e., i) Urdu, and ii) Hindi.

6. Data Presentation and Analysis

The major objective of this study was to find out the
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of Student teachers and
Descriptive statistics related to data collected is presented in
Table 1 and Table 2.

Table-1
Whole Sample Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D. El. Ed
Students
N Mean % of Mean SD Skewness Kurtosis
75 51.19 85% 0.56 -0.35 0.11

The data was collected from 75 students of 1% year
D.ELEd. Class. It can be seen from Table-1 that the Mean of
Overall Attitude towards Writing in Urdu is 51.19 and
percentage of Mean is 85%, which indicates that the Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu of D.ELEd. class is Good, which
indicates there is no cause to be worried. The Skewness value
is -0.35, which means that the distribution is negatively
skewed. The obtained Kurtosis value is 0.11 which is less than
0.263, hence distribution is leptokurtic. Thus, the distribution is
not normally distributed.

The sample students chosen are into their 13" year of
formal schooling and hence have been writing for 13 years or
more. Also Urdu is the native or indigenous language of the
students, which can be referred to as "natural language”, or the
"Mother Tongue" and may be this has led to the group mean
being high.

Table- 2
Classification of D.EI.Ed. Students
on the basis of their Attitude towards Writing in Urdu

S. No. Classification Range N % of N
1 Good Attitude >52 32 42.67
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2 Moderate Attitude >50to <=52 9 12.00

3 Poor Attitude <=50 34 45.33

Table-2 reveals that 42.67% of D. El. Ed students are
having Good Attitude towards Writing in Urdu and 12% are
having Moderate Attitude, while 45.33% are having Poor
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu. The ideal situation would be
when the percentage of those with poor attitude is very less
and majority possess good attitude.

Objective-2: To find out the Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students on the basis of their Gender.

Hypothesis-1: There is no significant difference between
Male and Female D.ELEd. students in their Attitude towards
Writing in Urdu.

Table-3
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed.
Students with respect to their Gender

Variable N Mean Variance df t-value
Male 39 49.79 22.06
73 2.71*
Female 36 52.69 20.73

*Significant at 0.05 level.

The table shows that female are having better Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu than male as inferred by mean value of
male and female, which are 49.79 and 52.69 respectively. The
observed ‘t' value is 2.71,which indicates that the mean
difference in Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.ELEd
between female and male students is significant at 0.05 level.
Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected, which means there is
significant difference between female and male D.ElLEd.
students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

Objective-3: To find out the Attitude towards Writing of
D.EIL.LEd. students on the basis of the Type of Institution they
have studied in at +2 level i.e., i) Government, and ii) Private.

Hypothesis-2: There is no significant difference
between D.EI.LEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu
with respect to Type of Institution they have studied in at +2
level.

Table-4
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students
with respect to the Type of Institution they have studied in at

+2 level.
Variable N Mean Variance df t-value
Government 72 51.02 23.26
73 1.40™
Private 3 55 12.00

NS: Not Significant at 0.05 level.

Table-4 reveals that the Mean Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of D.EI.LEd. Students who have completed their +2
Education in Government institution students is 51.02 and that
of their peers of Private institution students is 55. The
observed‘t’ value 1.40 is less than table value at 0.05 level,
and hence the mean difference is not significant. Hence, the
null hypothesis is accepted, which means there is no
significant difference between D.EI.Ed. Students Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu with respect to Type of Institution they
have studied in at +2 level.

Objective-4: To find out the Attitude towards Writing of
D.EI.Ed. Students on the basis of their Medium of Instruction
they have studied in at +2 level i.e., i) English, ii) Hindi, and iii)
Urdu.

Hypothesis-3: There is no significant variance
among D.ELEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu
with respect to Medium of Instruction they have studied in at +2
level.

Table-5

Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students
with respect to Medium of Instruction they have studied in at +2 level.

Groups N Mean Variance
English 3 54.33 5.33
Hindi 43 49.86 23.22
Urdu 29 52.83 19.72
Source of Variation SS df MS
Between Groups 183.42 2 91.71
Within Groups 1537.97 72 21.36
F=4.29*
*: Significant at 0.05 level.
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Table-5 (a)
Multiple Comparisons - - Tukey HSD
i 95% Confidence Interval
(I) Group (J) Group Mean Difference Std. Error Sig.
(- Lower Bound Upper Bound
pp
Hindi 4.47 2.760 244 -2.13 11.08
English
Urdu 151 2.803 .853 -5.20 8.21
J English -4.47 2.760 244 -11.08 2.13
Hindi
Urdu -2.97 1.111 .025 -5.62 -31
English -1.51 2.803 .853 -8.21 5.20
Urdu -
Hindi 2,97 1.111 .025 31 5.62
Based on observed means.
The error term is Mean Square(Error) = 21.361.
*. The mean difference is significant at the .05 level.

Table-5 reveals that the Mean Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of English medium D.EL.LEd. Students is 54.33 that of
Hindi and Urdu medium D. El. Ed students mean is 49.86 and
52.83 respectively. The “F” value calculated to find out the
significance difference in variance is 4.29 which is significant at
0.05 level, which means there is significant variance among
D.EIL.Ed. students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu with respect
to Medium of Instruction they have studied in at +2 level. Post
hoc analysis in table 5 (a) reveals that there is a significant

Table-

difference between Hindi and Urdu Medium students in their
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

Objective-5: To find out the Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of D.ELEd. Students on the basis of their highest
Educational Qualification.

Hypothesis-4: There is no significant difference
between D.EI.LEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu
with respect to their Highest Educational Qualification at+2
level.

6

Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students
with respect to their Highest Educational Qualification.

Variable N Mean Variance df t-value
+2 62 51.25 22.78
73 0.27 M
Under Graduation 13 50.84 27.47

NS: Not Significant at 0.05 levels.

Table 6 reveals that the Mean Attitude towards Writing of
D.EI.Ed. Students whose Highest Educational Qualification is
+2 is 51.25, while that of those with highest Educational
Qualification is UG is 50.84. The observed ‘t’ value calculated
to find at the significance of differences between means is
0.27, which is not significant at 0.05 level. Hence, the Null
Hypothesis is accepted, which means that there is no
significant difference between D.EL.LEd. Students Attitude

towards Writing in  Urdu with
Educational Qualification.

Objective-6: To find out the Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of D.EI.LEd. Students on the basis of their stream of study
at +2 level i.e., i) Arts / Humanities, ii) Commerce, and iii)
Science.

Hypothesis-5: There is no significant  variance among
D.EIL.LEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu with respect
to Stream of Study at +2 level.

respect to their highest

Table-7
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students
with respect to their Stream of Study at +2 level.

Groups N Mean Variance
Arts / Humanities 20 49.7 25.06
Commerce 5 50.2 18.70
Science 50 51.88 22.39
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Source of Variation SS df MS
Between Groups 73.11 2 36.55
Within Groups 1648.28 72 22.89

F=1.59
NS: Not Significant at 0.05 level.

Table 7 reveals that the Mean Attitude towards Writing of
D.ELLEd. Students of Arts / Humanities, Commerce and
Science stream of study at +2 level D.EI.LEd. Students are
49.7., 50.2 and 51.88 respectively, whereas F value is 1.59
which is not significant at 0.05 level. Hence, the null hypothesis
is accepted, which means there is no significant variance
among D.ELEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu with
respect to stream of study at +2 level.

Objective-7 To find out the Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu of D.EIL.LEd. Students on the basis of their Mother Tongue
i.e., i) Hindi ii)Urdu

Hypothesis-6: There is no  significant difference
between D.EI.LEd. Students Attitude towards Writing in Urdu
with respect to their Mother Tongue i.e. Hindi / Urdu.

Table-8
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu of D.EI.Ed. Students
with respect to their Mother Tongue.

Variable N Mean Variance df t-value
Hindi 29 49.72 29.13
73 2.13*
Urdu 46 52.10 17.87

*Significant at 0.05 level.

Table 8 reveals that the Mean Attitude towards Writing of
D.EILLEd. Students whose Mother Tongue is Hindi is 49.72
whereas for those whose Mother Tongue it is Urdu is
52.10.The observed “t” value is 2.13, which is significant at
0.05 level. Hence, the null hypothesis formulated that there
would be no significant difference between D.EIL.Ed. Students
whose Mother tongue is either Hindi / Urdu in their Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu is rejected. From the means it can be
seen that D.EL.LEd. Students, whose mother tongue is Urdu
have better Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

7. Conclusions and Discussion

1) The study shows that students have an overall a
Good Attitude towards Writing in Urdu. The students
chosen in the study have either Urdu or Hindi as their
Mother tongue and they have been pursuing their
Education in either Urdu / Hindi medium and since
both the languages have many commonalities and
this may have led to this type of finding.

2) The study also points that Gender has effect on
Writing Attitude in Urdu. Females are having better
attitude than Males. It is general notions that female
students are more conscious about writing in general
and more studious and this might have led to this type
of result.

3) The Type of Institution in which the D.EIl.Ed. Students
had their +2 education in has no impact on their
Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

4) The study revealed that Medium of Instruction at +2
levels has an effect on Attitude towards Writing in
Urdu. There is a significant difference between Urdu
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and Hindi medium students in their Attitude towards
Writing in Urdu, whereas the Attitude doesn’t differ
significantly between English and Hindi or English and
Urdu. The D.ELEd. students of Urdu medium
obviously have a slightly better edge in Writing in
Urdu than their Hindi medium counterparts and this is
evidenced by the better attitude towards Writing in
Urdu.

5) The D.ELEd. Students, whose Highest Educational
Qualification is +2 / Graduation have similar Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu.

6) There appears to be no bearing of Stream of Study of
D.ElL.Ed. Students at +2 level i.e., Science / Arts /
Commerce on their Attitude towards Writing in Urdu.

7) The study has revealed that mother tongue of the
students has effect on D.ELEd. Students Attitude
towards Writing in Urdu. The D.ELEd. Students
whose Mother tongue is Urdu have better Attitude
than those whose Mother tongue is Hindi.

The medium of Instruction in MANUU is Urdu and it was
perceived by some faculty that some students were facing
difficulties while Writing in Urdu. It is seen that students panic
when they are asked to write their answers in Urdu, specially
those students who were in professional courses like B.Tech. /
M.Tech. / D.ELLEd. / B.E.d. / M.Ed. etc. In this connection this
study was undertaken, MANUU D.EI.Ed. students were chosen
as sample to undertake the study, but the result of the study is
that they are having good attitude but they are may be unable
to pen their ideas satisfactorily. The results show that since
their Attitude towards Writing in Urdu is good hence efforts
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should be diverted towards improvement in their Writing Skills
in Urdu and improvement in their Competency level. In this
regards there should be arrangement for special classes to
develop the Writing competency and teacher should adopt
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