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 Education has been made too easy for the students so that more and more students can 

enter into the scope of education system of the country. The announcements like abolishing 

compulsory CBSE board exams for class 10th from the session 2010-11, introduction of 

grading system, the passage of Right of Children to free and Compulsory Education Bill, 

reservation policies etc. are a few among them. Now the question arises as to what extent 

such efforts in the field of education have succeeded in different states of the country. 

Haryana is the state with a contribution of 3.7% in the total GDP of India. This present study 

will throw light on the education system of Haryana, with a comparative eye on its 

neighbouring states. An analysis of the educational achievements of these states from 

different angles will help the experts and the researchers to know how far we have gone in 

achieving our targets and what needs to be done. Along with this, a comparison of the 

literacy rates and literates of these states has also been made. This paper is descriptive in 

nature, based on the data collected from different websites of ministry as well as reports of 

planning commission. 
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1. Introduction  

The present day education system in India has come a 

long way and the age old traditions have undergone a new 

makeover. Government of India is doing lots of efforts in this 

field so that the objective of inclusive growth can be achieved 

very soon by it. A great achievement of the Indian government 

is a big jump in the literacy rate from 18.3% in 1950-51 to 

74.04% in 2010-11. Such an achievement is the result of a lot 

of efforts by the Indian government in the education sector. The 

government is improving the country’s education status to 

enhance the standard of living of the people and also to 

achieve other goals like, overcoming the problem of poverty 

and unemployment, social equality, equal income distribution, 

etc. Education contributes to the individual’s well being as well 

as the overall development of the country. Education is not only 

an instrument of enhancing efficiency but is also an effective 

tool of widening and augmenting democratic participation and 

upgrading the overall quality of individual and societal life 

(Goel, 2008). Thus, the importance of education can’t be 

ignored. There has not been any fundamental change in the 

structure of secondary and higher education in India. If there 

has been any such change, then only few of the states have 

been affected. The period since the nineties, especially since 

last decade, has witnessed growth in response to the demand 

generated by the expansion of elementary education. Primary 

as well as higher education sector have also witnessed great 

attention of the Indian Government. The present paper has 

made a comparison of elementary education system of 

Haryana with that of its neighbouring states, like, Punjab, 

Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi. Major 

indicators showing the achievements and failures in the 

education sector have been taken and data has been analysed 

on the basis of such factors. 
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2. Total number of recognised educational institutes  

1. School Education Institutes 

TABLE NO. 1 

 

 

It is clear from the above statistics that, Haryana is either 

second or third among the neighbouring states in the school 

education institutes. A good number of pre-primary schools is 

there in the state making it second to Delhi. This may be 

because of the increased number of working mothers in Delhi 

as well as Haryana. So far as the category of primary schools 

is concerned, Haryana is far behind all the states except Delhi 

and HP. The number of schools in the state should be 

increased so that more and more students can get enrolled in 

them. In the category of higher secondary schools, UP has the 

largest number of institutes followed by Rajasthan and 

Haryana. In case of high schools, Rajasthan is at number one, 

while UP and Haryana are at 2nd and 3rd position. In the 

category of middle schools, Haryana is behind all the states 

except Delhi. UP has highest number of middle schools. In 

case of primary schools, again UP is at the top and Haryana is 

on the 4th position. 

 

3. Number Of Colleges & Polytechnics  

Uttar Pradesh is having maximum number of colleges 

when compared with other states under the study. Haryana is 

having the highest teacher training colleges, i.e. 447 Colleges. 

But this figure doesn’t signify that education is being provided 

at a good scale in the state as there is very less scope of B.Ed. 

as compared to other courses. Medical colleges are also much 

enough which shows that the students are more keen to enter 

into this field. Number of other colleges should also be 

increased. This has been made clear with the help of table 

no.2:

 

TABLE NO. 2 
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4. Degree And Above Level Colleges  

Again, Uttar Pradesh is on number one in case of colleges 

for general education, deemed universities and polytechnics. 

But, Rajasthan is having the highest number of other colleges 

including research institutions. Haryana is having maximum 

colleges for professional education like BBA, MBA, and 

engineering institutes etc. But this number doesn’t create a 

good number of opportunities as these colleges lack the 

required quality. 

 

TABLE NO. 3 

 

 

It has been seen that a large number of MBA graduates 

are getting frustrated due to non-availability of jobs in the 

corporate world. Their skills are not as per the requirements of 

the corporate world. So, there is a need to improve the quality 

of education rather than just increasing the number. 

 

5. Literacy Rates of States and India  

The literacy rate of Haryana in 2011 has come to 76.64 

which is more that the Indian literacy rate. It is higher in 

comparison to Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh too. The literacy 

rate of UP is lower in comparison to Haryana which clarifies 

that the total number of literates in this state are more only 

because of more population. Highest rate is of Delhi followed 

by HP and Punjab. In case of the rural literacy rates HP is at 

the top followed by Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, and UP. Rajasthan 

is at the bottom of this category. In urban literacy rate also, HP 

is at the top while UP is at the bottom. Haryana is at the third 

place among the states under the study. These mixed figures 

show that Haryana people need to get more education related 

opportunities.

 

 

FIGURE NO. 1 
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6. Male Literacy Rates of States and India  

The male urban literacy rate of Haryana is lower than that 

of India as a whole. In case of overall male literacy rate, 

Haryana is far better than Punjab, Rajasthan, UP as well as 

India as a whole. Again urban literacy rate is impressive as 

compared to the rural rate which cross checks the above given 

figures of total number of rural literates in the state. Delhi and 

HP have higher male literacy rate in general as well as in rural 

and urban areas as compared to Haryana. 

 

 

FIGURE NO. 2 

 

7. Female Literacy Rates of States and India 

 

FIGURE NO. 3 

 

Female literacy rate of Haryana is very low in 2011, 

making it at number forth in the race of the neighbouring states. 

But it is again higher than the India as a whole which gives a 

feeling of satisfaction. Just like male urban literacy rate, female 

urban literacy rate of Haryana is less than the national average. 

Female literacy rate is lowest in Rajasthan and its inter-state 

difference in rural female literacy rate is more significant as 

compared to the urban female literacy rate. The reasons may 

be the belief of Rajasthan people that female education is not 

important and their only duty if to handle their houses. Such 

misconceptions should be reduced among Indian people so 

that overall figures can be improved. Delhi is having the highest 
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female literacy rate but in the category of rural and urban 

female literacy rates, HP has shown better performance. This 

will be clearer from the figure no. 3 

 

8. Conclusion  

Gross enrolment ratio of Haryana in the age group of 6 to 

11 years is 90.10, which is less than this ratio of India as a 

whole and all the neighbouring states under the study. Gross 

enrolment ratio of girls is more than that of boys in all age 

groups in Haryana. In the age group of 6-14 years, except UP 

and Delhi, GER of girls is less than that of boys. In spite of 

various schemes of the government of Haryana to provide 

universal elementary education, the goal has not been 

achieved. More efforts are needed to make people aware 

about government schemes for free education and importance 

of education in everyone’s life. In the age group of 11-14 years, 

drop-out rate of HP is the lowest and much lesser than that of 

Haryana. So far as the drop-out rate is concerned in the age 

group of 6 to 14 years, Haryana’s experience is quite 

satisfactory because except Delhi, where the drop-out rate is 

the lowest, all other states and India as a whole have higher 

drop-out rates than Haryana. But still there is a need to bring 

down the drop-out rate to zero level if we want to have 

universal elementary education. In all age groups, drop-out rate 

of girls is lower than that of boys in case of Haryana. This 

reveals that the girls are more interested in studies than boys. 

In the context of number of recognised schools and institutes, 

Haryana is better than HP, Punjab and Delhi. In spite of large 

number of institutes, literacy rate is not very high. There is a 

dire need to upgrade qualitative education rather than 

emphasising only quantitative aspect of education. It is clear 

from the above tables and figures that Haryana has made 

commendable progress in the establishment of colleges and 

institutes delivering graduate and post-graduate courses. HP 

and Punjab are far behind Haryana. Regarding the level of 

education in rural areas, Haryana is above the national 

average as well as Rajasthan and UP. HP is ahead of Haryana 

in this case. In the case of percentage of children who can read 

English as well as other languages and do arithmetic, HP is far 

ahead of Haryana. This reveals that there is something lacking 

in educational institutes of Haryana which is necessary for 

making the learning effective. There is a need for sincere and 

dedicated teachers to make learning effective. The literacy rate 

of Haryana was less than the national average at the time of its 

origin (population census- 1961) but now it has become greater 

than the national average. This is a matter of satisfaction for 

the state. It is more than the literacy rates in Punjab, Rajasthan 

and UP. Literacy rate of Delhi and HP is higher than that of 

India. Delhi, HP and Punjab are ahead of Haryana in the 

female literacy rate also. Female education is rather more 

important than the education of the men as one female can 

make the whole family literate. Thus, steps should be taken in 

this direction to improve the status of literacy rate among 

women, especially in the rural areas of the state. 
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