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“T wish to educate people more about
dogs and their behaviour so that we

see fewer dogs ending up in shelter or
b
onroads.’

alomi Gupte was a successful PR
professional who quit her job in 2013

when she got married and moved

to another city. Today she is a pet
trainer and enthusiast and organizes a one-
of-its-kind pet carnival called The Paw Fest in
Ahmedabad. Her story is nothing short of one
fit for the books as she narrates, “ At a point
of time, I was petrified of dogs to the extent
that I wouldn't enter a house with a dog in it.
But then I got married and my husband had a
Labrador called Doobie he loved deeply. With
time I realized how unconditional Doobie’ love §
was and I got deeply attached to her as well.




SALOMI GUPTE

PR professional turned pet behaviour trainer

When she passed away, it left a deep sense of
loss. It changed my world.”
Her perception towards dogs changed
and realizing how little there was for dogs
and dog owners in the city, she decided that
Ahmedabad needed something for dog and do
parents. That’s how the pet carnival, The Paw
Fest came into existence. It made her realise
that she wanted to learn more about canines
and went on to do a trainers course under the
mentorship of Shirin Merchant in Bombay and
canine behaviour course with John Rogerson.
She is a qualified pet trainer today and feels
blessed to have found her calling. Salomi says,
“People in Ahmedabad still prefer male
trainers over female, but the trend is changing.
I wish to educate people more about dogs
and their behaviour so that we see fewer dogs

ending up in shelter or on roads.”
For Salomi Gupte, there is no bad day at
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PACKING A PUNCH

MARY KOM

ary Kom needs no introduction.
She’s a five-time world b

champion and the only v
boxer to win a medal in each or
hampionships. She is als
1 boxer to have qualifie
and win a bronze
boxertowing
s. Ever the fight
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he was written off by many-for not
ng for the 2016 Olympics. The

a Shri, Padma Bhushan and Arjun
awardee, who runsa boxing academy in
her home-state Manipur, announced that
finished and that she

¢

e SR CROE

Lol




YOUNG VISIONARY
ANANYA BIRLA -

espite being born with the proverbial
D silver spoon, Ananya Birla has

always strived to carve her own
path. The 23-year-old started her first”
venture Svatantra Microfin that offers loans
to rural women, when she was just17. The
microfinance organisation is said to have
three lakh clients and Birlais hoping to
convert it into a small bank. Two years ago.
the entrepreneur kicked off her second
project—e-commerce venture Curocarte,
which curates contemporary handmade
products from across the world. The
University of Oxford alum is also a mental

health campaigner and started an initiative, £+

Mpower, along with her mother, Neerja Birla.
The young scion is an equally
accomplished musician, and recently
launched her second single, Meant To Be.
which has been certified Platinum as per the
Indian Music Industry-recognised criterion
for certifications, making her the first Indian
artiste with an English single to go platinum.
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r POWER BANKER
- \_/CHANDA KOCHHAR

5 T R

CEO of ICICI Bank Ltd made

history when she took the bank’s
insurance business public, the first IPO
of a general insurer in India. Kochhar
is among the five Indian women to
make it to Forbes’ 2017 edition of The
World’s 100 Most Powerful Women; at
rank 32, she’s also the most influential
woman in India. Kochhar laid her claim
to a spot on the list after becoming
the first Indian woman to receive the
prestigious Woodrow Wilson Award for
Global Citizenship, joining the ranks of
Hillary Clinton and Condoleezza Rice.
The success of another community
outreach programme, ICICI Digital
Village, spearheaded by her was also
a contributing factor, After receiving
a 63 per cent hike, she is now one of
India’s highest paid private bank CEOs.

| n September 2017, the MD and

_PHOTOGRAPH: THE TIMES OF INDIA GROUP © 2018 "




AMPANIFEMINA

DREAM CATCHER
PRIYANKA CHOPRA

uantico, Baywatch, appearances on popular chat shows,
making a debut at the 2016 Oscars red carpet, hoardings
on Times Square, co on American glossies, making

it to the Time 100 Most Influential People list—Priyanka Chopra

is literally living the Hollywood dream. Ambitious, articulate,
competitive and a go-getter, Chopra is one of the rare Bollywood
stars to have made a successful switch to Hollywood, and floored
the West with her wit and charm. Moving to foreign shores at

a time when she was already an established star in India was

a gamble that paid off for Chopra because she wasn't afraid of
starting from scratch—even though it meant relocating to another
continent, going for auditions, 16-hour days filming Quantico, and
starting with supporting roles in American films. She is proof that
success will always come to those who set goals, work hard and
never give up. She has travelled the world in her capacity as one of
UNICEF’s Goodwill Ambassadors and is currently working on two
major Hollywood projects: A Kid Like Jake and Isn’t It Romantic?
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changing times which she

In the'second section of the

1

introspects the psychological
human relationship.

R

w

and death.

" touches the soul through deep
words of love and dreams. The

A = ;a. ._(m.‘:"-‘;‘;f_—' A
Badalta Zamaana and also about

interestingly quotes as Daur-e-Wagqt.

book, Aalame Tassavvur the author
unfolds the imagination and illusion
which exists in human beings. It

In one of her poems, Insaan Ka
Shoor, she talks about the pollution
¢ of human shrillness and how it is
affecting the cycle of human birth

Rumaaniyat, the third division of
the book, is all about soulfulness. It

poem Dard-e-Dil highlights the fact

and adversity.

that love is a mixture of pain and
happiness and one cannot reach
. heaven without dealing with pain

Towards the end of the book, the |
last section khushzaugi talks of the

aspects which are close to the

heart. The positive and happier side

3 - of love is being expressed in this

section. The poem Vo deewana hi

i kya expresses the wonder of

- madness and only the one who is

comfortable in madness can be

% closest to insanity. The poem is a
i
i

complete justice to this section.

It also includes poems like

| Qurbat, Bahut Shor Tha and Mussavir

and many more.
Nugta—e-Nazar is a book for

a mirror and tries to delve within.

s

changing perception that brings u&
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RAINBOWS OF YOUF
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Here is how a working wom
made imagination work for her. She
loved a tasteful home, but when she
moved to Chandigarh she lived ina
crammed apartment. She could

ittle in the way of aqmma..:m, ;
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Bone&Beauty

! GDLDEN GIRLS

we. STYLE PARTNER R

MATCH POINT

Manika Batra’s tricolour nails at the
CWG made her tremendously popular
with the younger generation. Here's
what makes the table tennis player

click with the masses




ALL GUN
- BLAZIN

Ace shooter Heena Sidhu has added
glamour and fun to the serious sport
She tells us how confidence play3
amajor part in being successfu

ey
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KILLER
| INSTINCT

Chungneijang Mary Kom Hmangte,
popularly known as Mary Kom, tells us
where she draws her strength from,
every time she enters the boxing ring
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a household name in the country. Here's v

for nothing that shuttler Saina

FAST AND
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