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There are, of course, lots of

beaches to choose from in Diu

Some of them, like Nagoa,

have shacks serving excellent

food. You can also check out

the Gopimata and Chakratirth

beaches, both of which are

popular. lf you prefer to be

away from the crowds though,

head to.Jalandhar beach.

Except for a handful of tourists

and some locals, thrs beach is

mostly empty, and so pretty

that you could slt here for

hours wrthout being bored.

Stretch your legs by walking

up to the )a a^ota, Sr're or

the Gangeshwar Mahadev

temple, which is built in a way

that the waves continually

wash over the idol.

}IISTORY T,ESSON
Once you have had your fill of

Vitamin Sea. walk down the

narrow winding alleys, past

tl^p Governor's Horse w rl- its

imposrng gate, pretty little

grottos, houses rnspired by

Portuguese architecture, the

grand Church of St. Francis of

Assisi-constructed in 1593

and which has now been

turned nto a hosprta . St.

Paul's Church is one of the

best examples of baroque

architecture n lndia and is

bullt in the style of the Bom

Jesus Bas lica in Goa. lf you

have sar-iltered in during ihe

BUILT IN 1535,
DIU FORTALSO
HOUSES THE
ISLAND'S JAIL,
hymns willgreet you from

inside. The high ceilings,

intricately carved woodwork,

interiors designed with volutes

and shells, and priceless old

paintings and statues, all

transport you to another era

altogether. The facade ts

a stark contrast of intricate

decoration on one stde and

plain walis on the other. The

town s eeps early, so unless

yo. have you. ow't ransport.
or are urilling to walk, prepare

to wrao up l-.y 9 pm.

Set astr-re a rnoi'ntng ic visit

Diu Fori Built in 1535 th s

massive naval fort also houses

the island's lail. While it s

most y decently maintained.

parts of it (like the weapons

room ful of old cannons) are

ra irg apa t lI ha) :\10 rroar\.
one of whrch is tida1, as part of

iis anaient rlefence systarn.

i -!)'. i-(l-€.1 \.Ilt,t-. )

marking out tiny shrines for

prayer. Clrmb up to the

lighthouse for a spectacular,

panoramic view of the splend d

Arabian Sea rlith the iiny and

beautiful island of Diu iaid out

behtnd you. And while you

stand and watch the sLrn go

down, you' I see r,vhy they cali

this the is anil o;'calm. f,I
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On the Art R adar
Artist Arup K Biswas'works to spread social awareness.

Suman Baioai

.a

fi rup. K. Biswas is a known face

Ll in the field of tndian Visual
I tArt. His paintings send out the
message of social awareness. He
thinks he can make people aware
about the social causes through his
paintings. As an artist, he always
feels connected to contemporary
issues. AIso, he feels deeply about
the subjugated plight of human
beings and the destruction of the
earth's natural habitats in this
modern industrial world of ours.
Most of his works depict the
affectionate relationship between
nature and human beings.

His autobiographical work tries
to question the symbol of an
individual. Anyone who sees very
minutely, Arup's work, can relate
his/her existence in this busy world.
He has many scholarship and
fellowship awards to his credit and
has organized a large number of
solo and group shows.

WE had a quick chat with the
drtist. Excerpts from the interview:

How were You attracted to ort?

When I look back, I alwaYs had

this feeling that somehow I was

attracted towards art since my early
days. The first and the most
prominent memory I have, is of
having dra*n tlrgthing *h"n I
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was around 7 or 8 years old, I

sketched something out with a Pen
and lost it in an altercation and to
this day I still look for it, even in my
dreams. I used to get fascinated by
the colours and art or craft work
that my Uncle used to bring for us

iruhen we were kids. He, himself
practiced art but wasn't a

professional and yet his works and
the ones he brought with him
during the summer vacations
always fascinated me.

You have chosen acryIic colours
as o medium even on pdper; do you
find them more expressive than oils?

Each colour has its challenges.
One is not inherently better than
the other, despite the many myths

ln your family,who hosinspired
to indulge in the world of art?

My mother has been my

inspiration all through my Iife. She
encouraged me to join Rabindra
Bharati University, Kolkata. Her
contribution in this lourney is

immense.

It seems thot You ore influenced
with nature, andYou often Point
relation between noture and humdn
being, can you elaborate on this?

And why ndture insPires You?
I was raised in the small town of

Berhampur of West Bengal, where
nature was a Part of our everYdaY

; as a result I grew uP with it. I

used to play football in the rain and

the mere sound of it was like music

What are the other mediums that
you work on|

l.have worked with mixed media
on canvas, installation and best out
of waste where I use things that are
considered garbage and thrown
away and instead trY to make an

enticing piece of art with it.

What types of colours You use -
bright or pastels?

I use a mixture of both. I mostlY

use cool colours. I also like using
bright colours sParinglY onlY to
highlight and enhance the Point of
interest of the painting.

out there. But it dePends on theme

also, that which medium would look

good. lnitiallY when I had started

Ivorking on mY series, 'Save and

Save Yourself', I found acrYlic

colours most comfortable, and

subtle. TheY are exPressive than

oils, but everY medium has its own

soecialtv.
Like me, You may decide to work

in both acrYlic and oil Paint
depending on the Proiect' No

matter which fl

to mv ears. I sPent most of mY

.f,if ai-'rooa outside, in the nature and

I didn't quite understand how

important it was for me until I

moved to Kolkata to studY art in

Rabindra Bharati UniversitY,

Kolkata. It was a citY, which was

overtaken bY the trams, the

rickshaws, the buses and the

buildings and it was that separation

from nlture that made me value it

so much more' And then when I

moued to Delhi, twenty Years ago' I

carried the same feeling of longing

for nature with me'

interesting title tsave ond Sove

Yourself', tell us about this in detail?

The title comes from mY belie{
that in order to save the world, one'
must work uPon first and foremost
saving themselves. One must better
themselves in order to better the

You have worked on o very

world. As they say the change starts
with you.



You are quite connectedwith
global.warming, ond you dre
expressing this in Your Pointings
olso.Whyl

When I moved to Kolkata, I first
noticed the water crisis that the city
had been facing. lt wasn't as though
the rural villages don't face the
problem of water scarcitY, but it
was when I lived in Kolkata then
only I realised about this problem' lt
might have been due to the fact
that I was not only living alone but
also the fact that lwas finallY old
enough to understand the severitY
of it. lt was when I educated mYself
on the topic of water crisis that I

realized the repercussions and
pact of the crisis. So, I started to

proiect it in my art with the mere
objective of being able to sPread
awareness among the people and
perhaps bring about some
difference in their life and thinking.
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W h at is the m o st f ascinating

thingYau see in the universe!- 
i"h; most fascinating thing in the

,niu"rr" in mY oPinion is PeoPle'

t"utn"a individuals with whom You

i"i tr'r." knowledge' PeoPle,with

;;";,;;it una int"ti"ttuaiitY that

Vo".un i,uu" .on'"ttations with to

furtherenhance Your own 
*,

t do you exqress

person looking at it'

your art?
What I try to express through mY

art is mY knowledge and awareness'

I tackle the issue of world water
crisis because of my inherent belief
that it needs to be Paid more

attention to. I make aesthetically
pleasing Paintings with a message

and no[e that can resonate with the

What does beingcreotive meon

to vou?'Being creative for me, it means

to ireaie anything which appeals or

inspires me. What I have been

ahilreh and learnt in my life is. also

" 
tottif creation for me, which 

.

i"tpit"t me to create an art work' I

use mY exPeriences and create

,om"ihing new every moment'
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EDUCATE FOR ART

The #EducateForArt initiative by Tao Art Gallery hopes to bring together and

build a like-minded community of people passionate about art, be it young
students yearning to learn more, earning professionals looking to starl their own

collection, or veterans just looking for some creative food-for-thought. We hope
to create workshops and lectures for people at all levels of exposure and at all

ages, in order to provide an entry point for the clueless yet curious bystandel
and to nculcate and maintain an eye for art from a young age itself.
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ThreshoLd (zotz- t! comprises
a series of photographs that I

collected from family albums
and old bookshops. I took some

of the photos, but they were
mostly taken by my father from

his travels while he served in
the Bangladesh Air Force. The

work stemmed from an interest
in looking at images with the

landscaoe split in half _ a kind of
anonymous, Iiminal space with an

open horizon. @

rOP. UNTITLED (BIRDS I),2O1O,
SOUND ON LOOP

RrGHI THQISHOTD stp/85, 2(J12-13
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Born in Jessore, Ayesha suriana is a murii-disciprinary artist who rives and works in
Dhaka' She has participated in.many exhibitions grobaty - incruding, most recentry,
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