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Anita Desai and Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, the two conspicuous, post-Independence, 

contemporary Indian ladies authors have numerous similitudes and dissimilarities in their 

carries on with, their family foundation and their profession as writers. The current scientist 

has attempted to discover the similitudes and dissimilarities in their lives and fills in just as 

has endeavoured to look out the distinctions in their professions as authors and to 

investigate multicultural perspectives in their books. 
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1. Introduction 

Multiculturalism springs from the word ‘culture’. it is a 

dynamic process during which the interacting communities 

undergo an identity modification or refashioning. 

Multiculturalism became an official and de jure policy aimed 

toward recognizing, celebrating and maintaining the varied 

cultures or cultural identities within a society. because of the 

impact of globalization, mass scale immigration, increase in 

diasporic population, increased incidences of racial violence 

and religious animosities, multiculturalism becomes how of life 

whereby one can acknowledge differences and peacefully co-

exist. It focuses on a society which provides equitable status to 

distinct cultural and religious groups with nobody 

predominating.  

 

2. Review of Literature 

Jenni, (2017) discussed about women studies receiving 

expanding in academic & disciplinary identification in the world. 

In study, that emerged into distinct genre. As writers were 

adamant in narration, & therefore put into record its response & 

reaction by putting into the place related to woman for social 

module, by providing imagination as new woman. This is 

further discussed that advent of women literature use to 

promise the view of life, their experience; by giving words, as 

new element. By considering the Indian Fiction into English, 

female were designated as assigning into two kinds of roles: 

first one traditional & second one radical or unconventional. In 

continuation of the study, traditional approach related to 

battered condemned silent in nature & weak female images  in 

novels.  

Tiwari, Shubha, (2015) discussed by Anita Desai that did 

not easily into fitting related to traditional melds, & scholarly 

remarks written as reference in consideration to her body 

related to work illustrates as various themes, titles & opinions. 

In study, it is noted that most researchers were given their 

consent by which Desai uses mundane, each activities & 

seemingly normal areas related to domain as portray 

something greater & unique as universal, related to 

existentialist sense, as providing the identification & explaining 

exactly as something greater was that most of consensus as 

critics ends.  

David, (2010) discussed about Anita Desai and analyzed 

into consideration as  most distinguished novelists related to 

Indian English literature. It is noted that she is unique and 

different in comparison to other women writers related to Indian 

writing for English with her perception & unique style. In study, 

major writers like, Kamala Mark Andaya, Ruth Jabaal, Attica 

Hossain and Nay Antara Saga write about the contemporary 

socio-political scene with a style which serves to highlight 

problems of major characters. Desai had used to emerge in 

terms of very serious, committed, promising as well as skilled 

novelist in India, as the entire contemporary Indian novelists. 

She really deserves, compels and invites plenty of critical 

attention. Anita desi is an artist. Her works are independent. 

The artist Anita Desai, in no way interferes with her novels. But 

being a woman and a creative writer, she has some special 

qualities to comprehend the world. But Anita Desai refuses to 

be straight jacketed into any brand which includes the role of 

feminism. A feminine style is not to be confused with feminist 

that is associated with ‘flowery style, trivial themes and a 

frivolous tone’. Her view related to skill of writing is better 

exemplified in the following quotation: “Writing has become 

such a deeply ingrained habit. for her it is like chain smoking. 

she admits that she chain-smokes with words, with books” 

(Ralph,94). The novel of Desai revealed contained the 

uniqueness in the view of globe, as well as at exact period of 

time conform to existing tendencies into world of  modern 

fiction. 

 

3. Multicultural Aspects Within The Novels of Both Writers 

As a philosophy, it began as an area of the pragmatist 

movement at the highest of the 19th century in Europe and 

within the us and later took the shape of political and cultural 

pluralism at the turn of the 20th century. It had been primarily 

in response to the large immigration to the us. Historians and 

sociologists like Charles Sanders Pierce, James, George 

Santayana, Horace Kallen, Dewey , W. E. B. Du Bois and Alain 

Locke developed concepts of cultural pluralism. it has been 

celebrated within the West as a gateway to liberal epoch, a 

permissive modal vehicle ideal for not only the sustenance but 

also for the encouragement of social heterogeneity. It becomes 
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this ideology to freely express one’s culture and core values 

while honouring the others. 

The most commonly accepted thing among the 2 novelists 

is that both were born of a mixed percentage i.e. one is to 

Bengali father and Germany mother and therefore the other to 

shine Jew and German Jew. Both married to the Indian 

husbands and have become Indian not by birth but by 

marriage. They grew and mentioned educated in almost an 

equivalent atmospheres, background and cultures. the 2 wrote 

on Indian culture, Western culture , Bengali culture, German 

and Polish culture. they're more keen on multiculture and 

multicultural aspects in India and abroad. They also affect the 

immigrants’ problems mostly they themselves confronted in 

their real lives. Anita Desai divides her time between India, 

Boston, Massachusetts Cambridge and England whereas Ruth 

Prawer Jhabvala spent her youth days and motherhood days 

in India stayed for 1 / 4 of a century approximately and left for 

America.  

The study confirms that, multiculturalism has turned 

inevitable, an inseparable a part of Globalization, it's too 

closely related and animated with Global culture. Infact it's 

expanded world over under the agies of Globalization. But 

intensification of contacts between cultures doesn't necessarily 

cause tolerance for the globalization process. consistent with 

Anthony Smith, an excellent sociologist, “A world of competing 

national cultures seeking to enhance the ranking of their 

states, offers the prospect of worldwide ‘cultural wars’, with 

little basis for global projects of cultural integration, lingua 

frances and ecumenical or cosmopolitan ‘unity through 

diversity’ notions, despite the existence of the required 

technical communication infrastructures”.  

In short, there is a touch hope of a unified global culture, 

rather, there are global cultures within the plural. Yet, the 

intensity and rapidity of today’s global cultural flows have 

contributed to the sense that, the earth could also be a singular 

place which involves during variety of latest cultural forms for 

encounters, while this increasingly dense web of cosmopolitan 

- local encounters and interdependences can produce to 3rd 

cultures and increasing tolerance. It can also end in negative 

reactions and intolerance. 

Many post-independence novelists endeavour to explore 

the theme of encounter between the East and thus the West. 

The theme has been explored in Kamala Markandaya’s 

Possession (1963), Balchandra Rajan’s The Dark Dances 

(1959), Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s Esmond in India (1958), and 

heat and dirt (1975), Santa Rama Rao’s Remember the House 

(1956), Nayantara Sahgal’s Bye Bye Blackbird (1978). 

Growing cultural interaction between the East and thus the 

before the West and therefore the consequently changing 

social ethos has given another impetus to the writing of novels 

on the theme of East -West confrontation.  

The East- West encounter in its divergence is that the 

essence of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s writing. Living in her 

adopted country along side her innate beliefs, she realizes the 

difficulties and impossibilities of a whole absorption. Her 

experience of living in India has exposed her to the Indian 

community and thus the expatriates living in India. it's brought 

her into contact with people of another culture. it is the 

interaction between the two cultures that she transforms into 

art. The results of this experience is obvious in her works and 

this provides her with the staple for all her fictional works. In an 

autobiographical essay published within the London magazine, 

she writes: “I have lived in India for several of my adult life. My 

husband is Indian. I’m not and fewer so every year; However, i 

want to admit that I’m not interested by India. What I’m 

interested by now's myself in India”. 

 

4. Conclusion 

Anita Desai and Ruth Prawer Jhabvala have both 

contributed essentially to the artistic world particularly to Indian 

writing in English by contributing their works with a multicultural 

point of view that extends and develops the wildernesses of 

thought and which is in this way, viewed as a significant 

abstract trademark by most pundits and scholars is apparent 

from the expressions of Noble Laureate Derek Walcott: "To 

have adored one skyline is insularity, it blindfolds vision, it 

limits understanding".  

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala supported a deep-rooted artistic 

desire which prospered when she increased a section into 

Indian life as the companion of a Parsi modeler. In her 

underlying books, especially in to morn She Will (1955) and 

The Nature of Parsion (1956), she was severe of India like an 

outsider, yet she had all the earmarks of being an insider, in 

that she was inner with Indian genuine components and 

appreciative. Warmth and Dust (1995) marks her bewilderment 

both with India and with more than India, recommending the 

new direction and emphases of her later books (which travel 

through time similarly as space and in which the Western mind 

involves a greater amount of her consideration) and utilizing an 

inventive, radical take-off in story strategy.  
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