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The BetiBachaoBetiPadhao Scheme was launched from Panipat, Haryana on 22nd
January,2015. The State of Haryana is known for its worst Sex Ratio in the nation. Out of
total 100 districts having the lowest Sex Ratio initially selected for the scheme, 12 districts
were from Haryana. The performance of the scheme is to be evaluated at the end of 12th
five year plan i.e. after 2017. But the government of Haryana has made impressive claims
regarding the success of the scheme by declaring that the Sex Ratio at Birth has been
touched the 900 mark in December, 2016 from a low level of 834 in 2011. Such a claim
raises doubt about the authenticity of the data. The claim is looks like based upon the
window dressing of the data and there is a marginal increase in Child Sex Ratio in Haryana.
The government machinery is immediately registering the birth of girl child and delaying the
registration of male children. This type of practice is carried out merely to show the
achievement of the targets of the scheme. Hence, effective implementation followed by
periodic audit of the data is required to find out the true picture of the Sex Ratio in Haryana.

1. Introduction

The BetiBachaoBetiPadhao Scheme (BBBPS) was
launched by the Prime Minister of India, Sh. NarendraModi on
22 January, 2015 from Panipat, Haryana. The State of Haryana
was selected to launch the scheme as it has the lowest Sex
Ratio in India. The trend of decline in the Child Sex Ratio
(CSR), defined as number of girls per 1000 of boys between 0-
6 years of age, has been unabated since 1961. The decline
from 945 in 1991 to 927 in 2001 and further to 918 in 2011 is
alarming. The decline in the CSR is a major indicator of women
disempowerment. It reflects both, pre-birth discrimination
manifested through gender biased sex selection, and post birth
discrimination against girls. Social construct discriminating
against girls on the one hand, easy availability, affordability and
subsequent misuse of diagnostic tools on the other hand, have
been critical in increasing Sex Selective Elimination of girls
leading to low Child Sex Ratio (Department of Women and
Child Development, 2015). Hence, to increase the CSR, the
BBBP Scheme was launched to target the 100 districts having
the lowest CSR and out of which 12 are from the State of
Haryana. Later on the scheme was further extended to another
61 districts having low levels of CSR. The targets set up under
the scheme are required to be reviewed at the end of 12th Five
Year Plan i.e. in year 2017. Although merely two years have
been elapsed since inception of the scheme yet the claims
raised by the Government of Haryana regarding marvelous
improvement in CSR are worth mentioning and are needed to
be reviewed for their authenticity.

A 'Call to Action' programme was organized in July 2015
to bring widespread attention to the message of BBBP. The
Chief Minister of the State, U.S. Ambassador to India, Country
Representative of UNICEF and native of Haryana and
Bollywood celebrity Ms. Parineeti Chopra participated in the
event. To ensure the active participation of the private sector,
Memorandums of Understanding were signed with the
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Confederation of Indian Industries (Cll) and Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries (FICCI). The
state-level Haryana Diwas was also celebrated as BetiDiwasin
November 2015.Various steps have been taken to bring
communities, social organizations and NGOs on a common
platform to successfully implement the programme. Orientation
programmes and training workshops have been conducted at
block, district and state level for ZilaParishad members,
SaksharMahilaSamoohs, Anganwadi Workers, SHG members,
Doctors and NGOs.A number of awareness rallies, birth
celebrations, nukkadnataks, folk performances, film shows,
baby shows, signature campaigns and health camps with a
focus on spreading the message have been organized in the
12 BBBP districts. Over 15,000 Guddi-Gudda boards have
been displayed at prominent places in villages across the
State. The traditional ceremonies of ‘'KuaPujan' and
‘ThaliBajao' associated with the birth of boys, is now being
celebrated for the birth of girl children. The district
administrations of Karnal, Bhiwani, Rohtak and Jhajjar have
also issued letters of appreciation to families on the birth of girl
children in their homes.

The BBBP logo has been printed on all stationery items in
the State and has also been displayed on all government
buildings, as well as selected private buildings. Haryana State
Transport buses also carry this logo to spread the message far
and wide. To address the societal mindset of the community,
there is a conscious attempt to project a positive image of
women and girls in society, making parents realize the value of
having a girl child. A variety of activities are being carried out to
achieve this goal. 'AapkiBetiHumariBeti' scheme has been an
important initiative in this regard. Under this, a sum of Rs.
21,000/- is deposited in the account of first-born girl child of
families belonging to Scheduled Caste and Below Poverty Line.
Rs. 21,000/- is deposited on the birth of second girl child of all
families. Further, the maturity amount of Rs. 1 lakh is given to
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the beneficiaries at the age of 18 years. This initiative has
proved successful in improving the preference for girl child.

The State Education Department has initiated a campaign
titled '‘BetiyonKa Salaam RashtraKeNaam' under which the
most educated girl in the village or ward is invited to hoist the
national flag at all government schools on Independence Day.
Girls with highest academic achievements are also felicitated in
schools and mothers of infant girls are invited as guests of
honor to school functions.

The Education Department has also introduced the
concept of 'TithiBhojan' in schools, where girl students'
birthdays are celebrated on a monthly basis by serving them a
special Mid-Day Meal. Parents of these students are also
invited to participate in cooking and serving of this meal. 81
girls who have made a contribution in social work, cultural
activities, sports, academic etc. have been identified in the 12
selected districts as mascots for BetiBachaoBetiPadhao. These
activities are aimed at encouraging the association of pride with
daughters.

To curb and prevent the misuse of medical technology, a
campaign has been initiated to control and check violations
of the PC&PNDT and MTP Acts. Chief Medical Officers, in
liaison with Deputy Commissioners, are conducting raids and
inspecting all ultrasound machines in their districts. Decoy
customers are sent to identify mobile machines and the use of
sex predetermination kits. An award of Rs. 1 lakh is given to
the person providing information on violation of the PC&PNDT
Act. A special legal expert has been appointed at the State
Health Department Headquarters to follow up each individual
case of violation to ensure conviction, and 166 FIRs have been
registered till the end of 2015.

An improving trend is seen in Sex Ratio at Birth in
Haryana. Acknowledging the multi-sectoral efforts, the State of
Haryana has been conferred with “Kannagi Devi Award” (Nari
Shakti Awards instituted by Ministry of Women and Child
Development) for excellent work in progress to improve CSR.

1.1 Statement of the Problem:

The child sex ratio is a powerful index to examine the
social response on female children. Present sex composition of
child population determines the future vital events such as
marriage rate, labour force, age structure, birth and deaths,
migration, and replacement etc. As per 2011 census, out of 21
district of Haryana, 16 districts have male improvement in child
sex ratio. There are five districts in which sex ratio of child
population has decreased from census 2001. These
areMahendrgrah 818 in 2001 to 778 in 2011 registering a fall of
(40 points), Rewari 811to 784 (27 points), Bhiwani 841 to 831
(10 points), Faridabad 847 to 842 (5 points) and Jhajjar 801
to774 (27 points). Sex ratio among children in the age group 0-
6 years (CSR) also, Mahendragarh reports a markedly faster
deterioration than state average. In 2011 census, Bhiwani
district of Haryana has recorded child sex ratio 774 girls
per/1000 boys. Therefore, deficit in girl child population, leads
to serious demographic imbalance and adverse social
consequences. Therefore, efforts are needed to solve the issue
thereby create equal regard and affection for the girl child.

© RRIJM 2015, All Rights Reserved

Otherwise, the child population will become skewed leading to
a host of several societal problems. So, in the present study,
an attempt has been made to examine the spatio-temporal
dimensions of child sex ratio at macro, meso, and, micro levels.
In our present study, we will concern on all districts in Haryana.

1.2 Objective of the study:

The present study is undertaken with the objectives

= To review the past trends of Sex Ratio in Haryana.

= To review the claims raised by the Government of
Haryana regarding impressive improvement in Sex
Ratio at Birth keeping the past trends in view.

= To prevent the gender biased sex selection.

= To ensure the survival and protection of the girl child.

1.3 Methodology & data source:

The present study is descriptive in nature and secondary
source of data has been used in the present study. The data
has been collected from various sources like internet,
newspapers and magazines.

1.4 Location and Extent:

The State of Haryana is situated between 27°39’ to 30°56’
N latitude and 74° 27’ to 77° 6* E longitude, covering an area
of 44,212 sq. km. It occupies 1.40% of the total area of the
country. The state has natural geographical boundaries of the
Shivalik hills in the north, the river Yamuna in the east and the
river Ghaggar in the west. The southwest boundary is provided
by a range of Aravalli hills which runs through southern Delhi
and Gurugram district uptoAlwar in Rajasthan. The State is
bounded by Uttar Pradesh on the east, Punjab on the west,
Himachal Pradesh on the north and Rajasthan in the south.
Administratively, the state has been divided into 22 districts.
The location of the state is shown in Fig-1.

Location Map of Study Area

INDIA

HARYANA

Fig: 1. Location Map of Study area
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1.5Physiography:

Haryana is located between the Shivalik hills on the
northeast and Thar Desert on the south-west. A topographical
depression exists in the centre with its axis passing through
Delhi-Rohtak Hisar and Sirsa on the regional scale. The state
also forms a divide between Indus and Ganges basins.
Haryana State has a flat topography with attitude varying from
190 to 480 m above the mean sea level except same hills of
the Shivalik in the north and those of Delhi system in the South.
The State is bounded on the east by the river Yamuna,
Ghaggar, Tangri, Markanda and Chautang are the other
important rivers. Its northern part generally slopes from the
north-east to south-west, but the southern section in undulating
due to the hills of Aravalli system and sand dunes. The non-
perennial streams flowing in the south are Krishnawati and
kotlaBibilipur.

Yamuna is the only perennial river. It forms the boundary
between Haryana nd Uttar Pradesh for over 320 km. The
Ghaggarriver rises on the slopes in the Shivalik in Sirmur (HP)
and enters Haryana near Pinjore. It alternately passes through
Punjab and Haryana before entering Rajasthan and ultimately
disappears in Hanumangarh area of Rajasthan.

The State is comprised of the vast Indo-Gangetic alluvial
plains called older alluvial plain. This older alluvial plain is
further divided into sand dunes, plain and depressions.

Older Alluvial Plains: The sediment derived in the old
alluvial plain are mostly from the Himalayan Rivers having a
heterogeneous composition. This landform is formed
predominantly by medium to fine textured soils. Since the soils
are fertile with good irrigation facilities (canal and tube wells),
these have been put into maximum use over a long time. This
landform has been further divided into the following subunits:

Dunal ridges/ Plains: Dunal ridges, interdunal plains and
plains with sandy aeolian cover dominate the western and
sourth-western part of Rohtak district. The dominant soils are
TypicUstipsamments and Coarse loamy, non calcareous,
TypicUstorthents.

Plains: These occupy mainly the northern, north- eastern
and north central parts of the study area, which are
characterized by slight to moderate erosion, moderately distinct
parcelling and mixed tones due to variable moisture conditions.
The soils are mainly free from salt problems except in few
small patches. The major soils are Coarse loamy, Calc./non-
calc.TypicUstorthents, Coarse loamy, non calc;
UsticUstorthents, Coarse loamy, non-calc.
TypicHaplustepts,Fine loamy, Calc; TypicHaplustepts/ Fine
loamy, non calc., UdifluventicHaplustepts/ Coarse loamy, Calc.,
TypicUstorthents.

Depressions: The post-Pleistocene age sediments, which
filed the depressional areas, are mostly derived from the
Himalayan Rivers from the north. The sediment itself is very
deep and fine textured. The majority of the surface drainage is
seasonal passing through linear depressional areas. This unit
occupied the north-eastern and north-central part of Rohtak
district. The major soils are Fine loamy, non-calc.,
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UdifluventicHaplustepts / Fine loamy, Calc., TypicHaplustepts
and Fine, Calc., Typicendoaquents. Geologically, the district is
almost entirely covered by alluvial deposits.

1.6 Geology:

The geological formation ranges from pre-Cambrian to
recent times and can be divided into three geological systems,
viz.

» Aravalli System
» Shivalik System
» Indo-gangetic Alluvial Plains

Aravalli System is the oldest formation present in south
western parts of the state covering Bhiwani, Mahendergarh,
Rewari and Gurgaon districts. They are composed of quartzite
sandstone, mica schists, phyllites and crystalline limestone.
Shivalik System is located in northern part of Ambala and
Panchkula districts and is composed of sedimentary rocks. The
dominant rocks are sandstone, shale, clays and boulders. Indo-
Gangetic Alluvial Plains in the state are formed by the
deposition of alluvial sediments between Shivaliks and
Aravallis and forms a part of great Indo-Gangetic plains. They
consist of sand, silts, clays and occaisional gravel beds.
Windblown sand deposits are found in the form of sandy plans
and sand dunes over alluvial deposits in parts of Bhiwani,
Hisar, Sirsa and Fatehabad districts.

1.7 Soils:

The soils of Haryana have been divided into 10 distinct
units namely soils of Shivalik hills, soils of piedment plains soils
of Aravalli hills, soils of old alluvial plains, soils of active flood
plains, soils of aeofluvial plains, soils of aeolian plain.

1.8 Climate and Rainfall:

The climate of the state is subtropical, semi-arid to sub-
humid, continental and monsoon type. The average rainfall of
the state is 560 mm which varies from less than 300 mm in
south-western parts to over 1000 mm in the hilly tracks of
Shivalik hills. The State has 3 main climate regions. Average
annual rainfall and air temperature are given below:-

RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURE OF HARYANA

MEAN RAINFALL | AVG.TEMPERATURE

REGION

eo (MM) o)

Hot arid Region 300-500 27

Hot Sem Arid 500-750 2
Region

Hot Sub.Humld 750-1050 o4
Region

1.8.1 Humidity:

Relative humidity in the mornings is generally high during the

monsoon season and during December to February, usually

being about 75 percent or more. Humidity is comparatively less
during the rest of the year, the driest part of the year being the

summer season with the relative humidity being about 30 percent

in the afternoons.

1.8.2 Cloudiness:
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During the monsoon season, the sky moderately to heavily
clouded. In the rest of the year, the skies are generally clear or
lightly clouded. Cloudy skies prevail for brief spells of a day or
two in association with passing western disturbances in the cold
season.

1.8.3 Winds:

Winds are generally light in the state with some
strengthening in force during the late summer and monsoon
seasons. During the south-west monsoon seasons while winds
from the south-west or west are more common, easterlies and
south-easterlies also blow on some days. In the post monsoon
and winter season while south-westerly or westerly winds are
more common in the mornings, northerlies and north-
westerliesare predominant in the afternoons. In the summer,
winds are more common from the west or south-west in the
mornings. In the afternoons, they are mostly from directions
between west and north-west.

1.9 Natural Vegetation

Haryana, an intensively cultivated State, is deficient in
natural forests. The recorded forest area of the state is 155910
hg which is 3.5% of the geographical area of the State. As per
legal classification, Reserved Forest constitutes 15.8%
Protected Forest 74.3% and Un-classed Forest 1.21%. Forests
are mainly distributed in the north-eastern and southeastern
districts of State. There are three forest types, the Tropical Dry
Deciduous in the eastern part, Tropical Moist Deciduous in the
Shivalik region and Tropical Thorn Forests in the western part
of the State.

1.10 Hydrology:

The development of an area largely depends over the
quality as well as quantity of ground water. As far Haryana
state is concerned ground water occurs in semi-confined to
unconfined aquifers. The unconfined aquifers are tapped by
dugwells. While the semi-confined aquifers are tapped by
shallow Tubewells which are 22,000 in number.In the district
depth to water table ranges between minimum 0.48 metres in
village Gugahari (Rohtak block) to maximum 10.25 metres
below ground level in village Badwa (Block Meham). Almost
the whole area of the district lies within 10 metres of depth to
water table below ground level. About 17 percent area (27646
hectares) falls under water logging conditions i.e. water level
upto 3 metres depth below ground level.

2. Result and Discussion

As shown in Figure 2, the Sex Ratio (females per 1000
males) in India had shown a declining trend upto the year 1991
and thereafter it shows an increasing trend. The Sex Ratio has
been decreased from 972 in year 1901 to 927 in 1991. After
the year 1991, it shows slight improvement in year 2001 (933)
and 2011 (943). Although, it is well settled phenomenon that
the males have natural advantage over females at the time of
birth and 952 females per 1000 males is biological benchmark
but the nature balance the advantage in favor of females at the
later stage of life. Hence, the number of males and females
remain balanced in a population with some exception.

INDIA
SEX RATIO 1901 to 2011
980 -
970 - g\
964
960 - \
.7{
950 - -_{
S 946
940 - \i ) 940
934 4

930 . \ /

027
920 -
910 -
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1901 19211 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011

Fig 2: Sex Ratio of India 1901-2011

Figure 3 shows the comparison of Overall Sex Ratio and
Child Sex Ratio in India. The figure shows that the CSR of
India has decreased continuously during the period 1951-2011
and reached from 983 in year 1951 to 919 in 2011 whereas the
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Overall Sex Ratio started increasing after the year 1991 which
is mainly due to the improvements in life expectancy of
females.
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INDIA
OVERALL SEX RATIO & CHILD SEX RATIO
1951 to 2011
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Fig 3: Comparison of Overall Sex Ratio and Child Sex Ratio (0-6 years) in India
Note. Adapted from “Census 2011: Literacy rate and sex ratio in India since 1901 to 2011,” by H. P. Singh., 2016 [8], October 13, Article
published in Jagran Josh (Web edition), p. 4.

The decline in CSR is mainly due to the incidence of
female foeticide and higher death rates of female children than
male children. The CSR is a major indicator of women status
and empowerment in a society. It reflects both, pre-birth and
postbirth discrimination against girls. On one hand the social
discrimination and on the other hand the misuse of pre-birth
diagnostic techniques adds fuel to the fire. Shri GhulamNabi
Azad, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare has stated
(as cited in Press Information Bureau, 2014) [5] that some of
the reasons for neglect of girl child and low CSR are the son
preference and the beliefs that it is only the son who can
perform the last rites, lineage and inheritance runs through the
male line, sons will look after parents in old age and men are
the bread winners etc. Exorbitant dowry demand is another
reason for female foeticide/infanticide. Small family norms
coupled with easy availability of sex determination tests are
also responsible in decline of CSR which is further facilitated by
easy availability of preconception sex selection facilities (Press
Information Bureau, 2014) [5]. Even the richer section wants at
least one son and if the choice is given to them to choose the
gender of second children, then most of them will choose
another son instead of daughter. The BBBPS was launched to
save and educate the girl child. It is not a financial assistance
scheme rather it is an awareness campaign to change the
mindset of the society. The scheme was launched from the
State of Haryana which is known for its lowest Sex Ratio. The
Sex Ratio in Haryana, which is far below the national average,
also shows the declining trend. As evident from Table 1, the
Sex Ratio has been decreased from867 in year 1901 to 834 in
year 2011. Although, during the period 1941-1991, it remains
almost stable at around 870 but after the year 1991, it
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decreased drastically and reached to 819 in 2001. However, it
shows some improvement in the year 2011 and increased to
834. The Sex Ratio in urban and rural areas shows the inverse
trends. In urban area the Sex Ratio has been increased from
861 in 1901 to 882 in year 2011, whereas in rural areas it
decreased from 908 to 873 during the same period.

Table.1 Sex Ratio of Haryana

Years Total Urban Rural
1901 867 861 908
1911 835 834 842
1921 844 848 811
1931 844 851 792
1941 869 879 806
1951 871 877 845
1961 868 874 842
1971 867 870 853
1981 870 876 849
1991 865 864 868
2001 819 866 847
2011 834 882 873

Source: Statistical Abstract of Haryana 2015-16
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Table 2 shows that the Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) in
Haryana had decreased upto the year 2000 and started to
increase thereafter. The figures of Civil Registration System for
the year 1995 are seems to be unrealistic as the SRB is shown

as increased sharply from 708 in year 1990 to 863 in 1995
whereas, during this period the pre-natal diagnostic techniques
were readily available and the period is known for sharp
decrease in SRB. The urban-rural differential was-

Table.2 Total Number of Births and Sex Ratio in Haryana as per
Civil Registration System

Year Male Female Total Sex Ratio at Birth
1966 158149 129868 288017 821
1970 162169 133554 295723 824
1975 168566 137698 306264 817
1980 177519 139752 317271 787
1985 182832 132098 314930 723
1990 199187 141013 340200 708
1995 206464 178120 384584 863
2000 237824 188337 426161 792
2005 258299 213669 471968 827
2010 296328 248292 544620 838
2013 315866 265347 581213 840
2014 317200 267539 584739 843
2015 307630 261710 569340 851

Source: Statistical Abstract of Haryana 2015-16

also existed during this period in terms of SRB. The ratio of
urban areas was slightly higher than the rural area. The
improvement in SRB and CSR are further verified by the
National Family Health Survey-4 (2015-16) which reveals that
Punjab recorded the maximum 126 points improvement in CSR
from 734 in 2005 to 860 in 2015 and Haryana stood second
with an improvement of 74 points in CSR from 762 in 2005 to
836 in 2015 (Tandon, 2017) [9]. The difference between SRB
and CSR is mainly due to the difference in infant mortality rates
of male and female children. As evident from the Table 3, the
Infant Mortality Rate of females in Haryana is more than the

infant mortality rate of males. The difference between sex-wise
Infant Mortality Rate in rural area is more than urban area
however, the difference is getting narrowed with the lapse of
time and in present the difference is negligible. This
phenomenon is in contrast with the life expectancy at birth (EQ)
which is more for females as compared to males. Table 4
shows the gender-wise life expectancy in Haryana. The life
expectancy of males was 59 year in 1970-75 which has been
increased to 65.8 years in 2009-13 whereas the life expectancy
of females was 55.6 and 70.9 years during the comparable
periods. There was wide urban-rural—

Table 3. Infant Mortality Rate by Sex and Residence in Haryana from 1985 to 2013

Year Total Rural Urban
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1985 85 78 93 92 84 101 58 56 60
1986 85 7 93 91 85 97 58 44 74
1987 87 79 95 93 97 88 61 56 67
1988 90 80 102 94 82 108 72 71 74
1989 82 75 90 88 83 93 58 42 77
1990 69 62 77 73 63 84 53 57 48
1991 68 69 67 73 74 71 49 48 51
1992 75 73 78 79 78 80 56 47 67
1993 66 60 73 70 64 77 53 49 57
1994 70 65 75 70 63 78 68 72 63
1995 69 63 76 70 64 77 65 60 71
1996 68 67 70 70 70 69 60 50 73
1997 68 68 68 72 71 69 59 57 63
1998 70 61 81 70 62 85 59 53 66
1999 68 59 78 69 57 86 58 69 43
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2000 67 63 71 68 66 72 57 52 65
2001 66 63 70 64 64 73 55 57 53
2002 62 54 73 61 56 75 51 43 61
2003 59 54 65 66 56 67 49 43 56
2004 61 55 68 64 63 69 47 30 67
2005 60 51 70 62 55 76 45 40 52
2006 57 57 58 60 61 62 45 45 45
2007 55 55 56 58 59 61 44 44 44
2008 54 51 57 54 56 60 43 39 48
2009 51 48 53 54 52 58 41 39 42
2010 48 46 49 51 51 52 38 35 42
2011 44 41 48 48 45 52 35 31 39
2012 42 41 44 46 44 48 33 32 34
2013 41 40 42 44 43 45 32 31 33

Source: Compendium of India Fertility and Mortality Indicators 1971-2013

differential in life expectancy in 1970-75 which is now reduced
to merely 3.4 years in overall. Table 4 clearly shows that at
present the females have more life expectancy than males in
both types of areas and the difference in life expectancy is
more in rural areas (5.9 years) as compared to urban areas
(2.9 years). In earlier time the males were have more life

expectancy than females but the trend is reversed since 1990
in rural area and since 1986 in urban areas. Hence, one can
conclude from the above discussion that the situation of
females is improving day by day in Haryana although the rate
of improvement is slower than national averages.

Table 4: Life Expectancy at Birth by Sex and Residence in Haryana, 1970-75 to 2009-13

Period Total Rural Urban
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

1970-75 575 59.0 55.6 54.4 58.4 54.7 62.4 62.8 62.2
1976-80 54.8 56.7 52.5 53.6 56.0 50.8 62.4 61.7 63.2
1981-85 60.3 61.5 59.0 58.9 60.3 57.3 66.0 66.1 65.9
1986-90 62.2 62.2 62.2 60.9 61.0 60.8 65.7 64.1 68.0
1991-95 63.4 63.0 64.0 62.6 62.4 62.8 67.4 65.5 69.4
1996-00 64.4 64.1 64.7 64.0 63.8 64.2 66.0 65.0 67.2
2001-05 66.5 65.0 68.2 66.1 64.6 67.8 67.8 66.4 69.3
2006-10 67.0 64.9 69.5 66.1 63.7 68.8 69.1 67.5 71.0
2009-13 68.2 65.8 70.9 67.2 64.5 70.4 70.6 69.3 72.2

Source: Compendium of India Fertility and Mortality Indicators 1971-2013

3. Impact of BBBPS on improvement of sex ratio at birth

The Government of Haryana claims that the SRB has
started to increase from July, 2015 i.e. after the launch of the
scheme in January, 2015. The SRB has been claimed to be
increased from 834 in 2011 to 850 in December 2015 and it
further increased to 900 in December, 2016. Out of total
5,25,278 children born in the state from January to December,
2016, there were 2,76,414 boys and 2,48,864 girls and the
SRB touched the mark of 900. Further none of the district was
below 850 mark and 12 districts in the state had recorded sex
ratio of 900 or more in 2016. As many as 15 districts had SRB
of more than 900 during December, 2016 (The Tribune, 2017)
[9]. The Government of Haryana further claims that it will
achieve the targeted SRB of 950 in the year 2017. Do these
claims justify? It is the question to probe into. Since, the
BBBPS does not provide any monetary incentive to the families
having girl child and it is merely an awareness campaign to
save and educate the girl child. Than what happens that the
SRB has been increased from 850 to 900 in just one year. The
Government of Haryana has claimed to arrest around 200
people in 300 cases under the PreConception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Act (PCPNDT), 1994 to put a check on female
foeticide (United News of India, 2017) [7]. The state had also
lodged 75 cross-border FIRs including 17 in Delhi, 15 in
Punjab, 37 in UP and 6 in Rajasthan under the PCPNDT Act.
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However the following facts will reveal the truth of improvement
in Sex Ratio at Birth.

= The data on SRB supplied by the Civil Registration
System for June, 2014 to June, 2015 shows a decline
in at least six districts. The SRB was decreased from
874 in June, 2014 to 869 in June, 2015. The SRB in
Sirsa has declined from 890 to 877. In Rohtak, it came
down from 889 to 852, Faridabad (890 to 848), Jind
(902 to 862), Kurukshetra (888 to 862), Ambala (902
to 888), Gurugram (839 to 812), Kaithal (918 to 893),
Karnal (896 to 894) and Panipat (914 to 901). Also,
only 728 infant deaths were shown out of 3307 infant
deaths in the state during the period. Further, out of
145 maternal deaths, just 21 were reported on the
NHM portal Health Management Information System
(Sehgal, 2015).

= The Civil Surgeon, Hisar claims the CSR of 923
whereas the district administration had put this at 886.
The Civil Surgeon’s report stated that the CSR in
2014 was 878 and is raised to 923 with an
improvement of 45 points. Later on the Civil Surgeon
accepted the mistake and clarified that the exact CSR
is 893 with the improvement of 15 points whereas the
district administration accepts only eight point
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improvement in 2015 as compared to 2014 (Deswal,
2016).

The work of female foeticide after determining the sex
of the child through pre-natal diagnostic techniques is
carried out in an organized manner through trusted
agents who lives in different villages. They bring the
customer to hospitals for fixed commission. These
commission agents are associated with more than
one hospital which provides the facility of female
foeticide. That's why if one hospital is seized under
PCPNDT Act, then they shift the customers to another
hospital. Although the network is weakened day by
day yet it will take more time and continuous effort to
give better results.

The SRB can deviate a little from the biological
benchmark. The claims of government officials
beyond the biological benchmark should be noticed
and data should be audited to verify the claim on
periodic basis. 5. The government official may register
the female child immediately upon her birth and can
delay the registration of male child for the next
reporting period. Similarly, they may ignore the
registration of infant mortality of girl child and can
register the infant mortality of boy on immediate basis
just to increase the CSR.

The above mentioned facts raise doubt against the
claims raised by Government of Haryana. The
Government of Haryana claims a massive
improvement in SRB and further claims that they will
achieve the target of CSR of 950 by the end of 2017.
But, whether merely a media campaign can change
the mindset of the society? The answer is - certainly
can do but not in such a short time period rather it will
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