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Child Labour has been one of the biggest obstacles to social development. In India, it has 

been on surge for the last decades. According to United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), 

India with its large population has the highest number of labourers in the world under the 

age of 14 years of age. It refers to the children who miss their childhood and engage in 

economic activities on part time or full time basis. This practice deprives children of their 

childhood and is harmful to their physical and mental development. Poverty, lack of good 

schools and growth of informal economy are important causes of child labour. This paper 

stresses on the important remedy of eliminating child labour and that is education. 

Education is a crucial component of any effective effort to eradicate child labour. Every child 

has the right to education and must use it. A holistic approach to education is necessary. 

Children with no access to education have little alternative but to enter the labour market. 

The decreasing net enrollment ratio at upper primary level is a matter of concern. The paper 

attempts to study the extent of child labour and net enrollment ratio in selected states. The 

need for not only quality education systems but coverage of large number of students in the 

official primary age group of 5 to 14 years is emphasized. 

Keywords 
economic activities, development, 
poverty, illiteracy 
 
 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

In today‟s competitive world, education is an integral part 

of not only humans, societies but the development of the whole 

nation. We are lucky to have opportunities of acquiring 

education. But there are many who do not enjoy this privilege. 

There are many children who at the school going age start 

working and earning for their families. The Right of Children to 

Free and Compulsory Education Act(RTE) is an Act of the 

Parliament of India enacted on 4
th
 August, 2009, which 

describes modalities of the importance of free and compulsory 

education for children between 6 and 14 in India under Article 

21A of the Indian Constitution. This Act makes education a 

fundamental right of every child in this age group and specifies 

norms in elementary schools. It requires all private schools ( 

except the minority institutions)to reserve 25 % of seats for the 

poor and other categories ( to be reimbursed by the state as 

part of the public private partnership plan). 
 

Despite the Act, many children are not enrolled in schools 

but work as labourers. They engage in in economic activities to 

help their families in earning a livelihood. This deprives them of 

their childhood and is harmful for their physical and mental 

development. Reasons may be different for different cases like 

poverty, lack of good schools, growth of informal economy, 

illiterate parents, conservative attitudes, to carry forward 

traditional occupations etc. Such children in the age group of 5 

to 14 years are deprived of education which is an important 

foundation for growth. According to a 2008 study by 

International Labour organization (ILO), among the most 

important factors  driving children to harmful labour is the lack 

of availability and quality of schooling. Many communities, 

especially in rural areas do not possess adequate school 

facilities or are too far away to reach or unaffordable or low 

quality. The study suggests that illiteracy resulting from a child 

going to work, rather than a quality primary or secondary 

school, limits the child‟s ability to get a basic educational 

grounding which would in normal situations enable them to 

acquire skills and improve prospects for a decent adult working 

life. A UNICEF report claimed that 90% of child labour in India 

is in rural areas where availability and quality of schools is 

poor. This paper attempts to study the extent of child labour 

and the net enrollment ratio in selected states. 
 

2. Objective 

The main objective is to find the extent of child labour and 

net enrollment ratio in selected states on the basis of 

population. The net enrollment rate in the primary education is 

the ratio of the number of children of official primary school age 

(5-14) enrolled in primary education to the total population of 

children of official primary school age, expressed as a 

percentage. A correlation will be found out between the child 

labour and net enrollment ratio. 
 

3. Data and Methodology 

The study is based on secondary data collected from 

Census of India 2011 and Elementary Education in India 2009-

10. A sample of 14 states has been taken representing 84.42 

percent of the total population of India. Statistical techniques 

used are correlation between  the two variables and bar charts  

are used to show the extent of the child labour  and net 

enrollment ratio. 

 

Table 1 

States 

Child Labour (in 
numbers) Census 

2011 

NER(upper     
primary 

level)2009-10 

A.P 404851 58.95 

Assam 99512 70.22 

Bihar 451590 48.85 

Gujarat 250318 42.42 
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Jharkhand 90996 60.27 

Karnataka 249432 60.9 

Kerala 21757 67.61 

M.P 286310 70.59 

Maharashtra 496916 67.59 

Odisha 92087 47.16 

Punjab 90353 52.21 

Rajasthan 252338 55.03 

U.P 896301 45.38 

W.B 234275 63.31 

Source: Elementary Education in India 2009-10 and Census of India 

2011 

 

 
Figure1 

 

The maximum number of child labour is in the state of 

Uttar Pradesh and minimum in Kerala. 

 
                                            Figure2 

The maximum net enrollment rate is in the state of Madhya 

Pradesh and minimum in Gujarat. 

 

Pearson correlation was calculated between the variables 

child labour and net enrollment ratio. It was found that they 

were negatively correlated. It came out to the tune of -.311. 

This indicates that in states where more children in the official 

age of primary education are not enrolled in schools, there the 

extent of child labour is high. Hence, there is a need to 

increase the NER to eliminate child labour. 

 

The more children are forced to work, the fewer 

opportunities are there for adults to earn a living. By driving 

down adult wages and depriving children of education, child 

labour results in poverty passing down from generation to 

generation. According to the International labour Organisation 

(ILO) “Born to parents who themselves were uneducated child 

workers, many child worker are forced to continue a tradition 

that leaves them chained to a life of poverty.” Children, under 

age 14 are often forced to work for as many as 18 hours a day. 

They are subject to malnutrition, impaired vision, deformities 

from sitting long hours in cramped over crowded work places, , 

they become easy preys to deadly diseases like serious 

respiratory diseases, T.B., and Cancer. They are often forced 

to lead solitary lives away from their families, deprived of 

meaningful education and training opportunities that could 

prepare them for a better future. Child labour not only lead to a 

perpetual cycles of poverty for a family, it depresses the 

economy also. Child Labour is recognized as a serious and 

enormously complex social problem in India. The Census 

found an increase in the number of child labourers from 11.28 

million in 1991 to 12.66 million in 2001 and 21.39 million in 

2011. In addition, nearly 85 per cent of child labourers in India 

are hard-to-reach, invisible and excluded, as they work largely 

in the unorganized sector, both rural and urban, within the 

family or in household-based units. The Child Labour 

(Prohibition & Regulation) Act 1986 aims to prohibit the entry of 

children into hazardous occupations and to regulate the 

services of children in non-hazardous occupations but still a 

significant portion of children in the country are engaged in 

such activities. Child labour denies the child of his basic right 

that is the right to education. „No education‟ means unskilled 

jobs and exploitative wages. This leads to the creation of an 

unskilled adult labour force which causes early physical decay, 

economic insecurity, low quality of life and ultimately high 

poverty. Thus child labour creates a vicious circle of poverty, 

unemployment, underemployment and low wages. Over the 

years, the Government of India has multiplied its efforts to 

address the needs and rights of exploited children. Still, the 

issue remains grave and demanding more rigorous measures. 

In order to eliminate the social evil of child labour, there is a 

need for more intensive initiatives to tackle poverty and 

promote education opportunities to all children to help children 

and families in crisis. 

 

The largest and the most structured intervention in India is 

the National Child Labour Projects(NCLP). This scheme targets 

children below 14 years of age working in specific areas of 

hazardous work. Such children are identified through surveys, 

following which they are withdrawn from work and admitted to 

special schools called „bridge centres‟. This programme is 
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centrally managed by Ministry of Labour(MOL). Children in 

NCLP bridge schools are taught according to a condensed 

syllabus for a maximum period of three years during which time  

the children are expected to complete the level of class 5 and 

be ready to join the formal stream of learning in class 6. Those 

who are able to complete their course of learning in less than 

three years are encouraged to enter the formal school earlier. 

The main challenge here is the monitoring of children, both in 

bridge schools and after mainstreaming. UNICEF is supporting 

the Central Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of 

India, in the development of a child tracking system to monitor 

the progress of children involved in NCLPs. 

 

The International Labour Organisation‟s International 

Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour(IPEC ) was 

created in 1992 with the goal of progressive elimination of child 

labour, to be achieved through strengthening the capacity of 

countries to deal with problem of child labour. This programme 

used education to combat child labour in both formal and 

informal settings which proved significant in prevention of child 

labour as well as in rehabilitation of child workers. Vocational 

education and training have provided the skills needed for 

gainful employment, which contributes to further national 

development. IPEC has been providing policy advice and 

technical assistance to governments to ensure that educational 

policies pay special attention to children at risk of child labour. 

 

Education thus is very crucial for all around development. 

It dispels ignorance and boosts moral values of the individuals. 

Though India has always been a great source of learning for 

many years, it still needs to improve not just on the quality of 

education but also on the number of people being educated. 

The lack of education, adds to the vulnerability of children for 

forcing them into social evils of child labour and crime. The 

Indian education landscape saw significant developments 

during the 11th Plan. There was a surge in school enrollments, 

and gender and social category gaps in enrollments narrowed 

considerably. Expansion of school infrastructure and facilities 

significantly widened access to schooling, and incentives and 

child entitlements, such as textbooks, mid day meals and 

uniforms began reaching a considerably large number of 

children. As per Statistics of school education, 2009-10, there 

are 1449420 educational institutions in the country. There has 

been substantial spatial and numerical expansion of primary 

and upper primary schools; access and enrollment at the 

primary stage of education have reached near universal levels; 

the gender gap in enrollment has narrowed. However, there 

remains much to achieve in universalising education at the 

upper primary stage. Efforts to universalise elementary 

education gained momentum during the 11th Plan. The 

programme and policy initiatives like Sarva Shikha Abhiyan 

(SSA) and Right to Education (RTE) have contributed to a new 

vibrancy, meaning and urgency in the country‟s efforts to 

universalize elementary education, and are expected to infuse 

new life in the schooling system in the years to come. 

However, the issue of drop outs continues as a major issue in 

all levels of education. Also the net enrollment ratio in upper 

primary level is far from satisfactory. Urgent and more focused 

measures are required to address and tackle these enduring 

issues in the education sector of the Country. 
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