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A ri n e t ra n s r at i o n or . 

" "uilt i:? i!! il;,!i ?":,i "[:!"'#;l #"
writes with such grace and restraint that it seems to.carry a

multitude of meanings. AImost every person I have discussed
this book with has a different reading-private, powerful revela-
tiorrs they arrived at through the book.

Ergri5h Upamanyu Chatterjee, Faber & Faber ?299.
As soon as I finished this I felt sure I had to try, at least, to write
ficiion. This novel is wildly funny but it made me sad; it seemed
I felt and thought precisely as Agastya did-perhaps the truest
sense a writer can evoke in a reader. Dislocation, ennui, the drift
of youth. "The mind is restless, Krishna, impetuous, self-willed,
hard to train."

Kazuo lshrguro, Faber & Faber, I45O.

ffi
One cf ihose books that unseitles at the outset and leaves you
cdoly irereft long after you've put it away. You are never sure
what rs gorrrg or-r in this novel, and lshrguro continues playing
with the i-eaCer until the final word. lt was widely mocked at
reiease but is nor,v considered one of his best works- ip
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M r kha i r B u tga kov, Pengui n
C/assics, <299. A sprawling, dazzling work, one of literature's
great satires. The devil comes to communist, atheist Moscow
and murders the corrupt literary elite. Another section tells of
Pontius Pilate and the crucifixion of Christ. Useful to writers as
it teaches you never to give up. Bulgakov burnt the manuscript
once and siarted again, finishing it just before he died.

SM AND TH
T295 The best fiction is honest. Not that it needs to accurately
rencier some sequence of events, but that it must convey the
emotional and intellectual wrangle around the story it is telling.
Pinto excavates his characters' lives beautifully here, and cap-
tures illness and confinernent, and family and trauma in a way I

had not till then encountered in lndian ficiion.

Garth Greenwell, Pan l"lacmillan lndia,
{55O. The finest thing i read last 1,,ear. Greenrvell converted his
award-uiinnrng ncvei a nto a r-emarkabrl_,- assured debut novel.
-Ihe vcice is beaur;ru 1\, trterar:. ./,,ith slowiy unfurlrng sentences
a'rcl thougi'rts griocrrg cne anorhe' ke chaln links. An exploration
cf l.r:,.,,, iove can be oen ec ancJ consumecl by prirrilege and status.

Autiior's Noie: \-, i. i j : irst iike this is enjoyail e. bur ultimateiy rnpossrole. There ere many
bock: hac r. ea,.'e:Lr ihese are ihe ones Ifeei have maitered mosi at ihis moment in my life.

-COMPILED BY SUCHISMITA UKIL
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THIS IS HOW IT EI{DS byEuaDolan

hat Eva Dolan excels

at s writrng tales

that force readers

to think about tire

night when Ella rs ce ebrating her

successful campaign to ra se money

for a homeless shelter. At the party

s her friend Molly, and as the night

progresses, Molly is called away from

the party by a distraught Ella. Turns

cut. there's a dead nran in her room.

Ti;ey plan to hide the body in the

buil0ing's e evator shaft. As the plot

unravels. Do an's wnting beautifully

chron cles the growrng mistrust

between the l,vo. Her richly magined

plot keeps you gress ng about the

kil er's possrb e mol vation.

times we are lrving in. Her earlrer wori<s

have addressed issues of r, olence

agairst trars^o-er ard tens ors

around immigration. With fhls /s

How lt Ends. Dolan takes on the ssue

of housing rights. Her protagonrst,

El a, ives as a squatter in a nearly

abandoned buildlng, whose inhabitants

are s owly being forced out by property

deve opers. The story starts on the

By SnehaMahale

f you've read E Lockhart's (Emi1y

Jenklns) prev ous book, We Were

Llars, wipe your mind c ean of ai

expectations. Genu i ne Fraud's slory

beg ns at the end. wrth the protagonist,

Ju e, on the run. and each chapter

there on goes back n t me to explore

why. Though confusing at frrst. th s

(l^ro1o og ca 'e\e'se.^ravell -g

of the story does manage to make you

turn pages faster and lust when you

have an answer to something, another

quest on pops up and the suspense

continues. How d d the unlikely palr

of Jule and lmogen meet? Why

did lmogen end her 1 fe? Why is Ju e

on the run? Where d d she learn how

to fight? Fair warning though, some

scenes may be too graph c for some

readers. Although if you manage

to get through them, they m ght

reveal interestrng facets of these

characters. Genuine Fraud is perfect

for a weekend read and will leave you

scramb ng to reach the end. Fast-

paced as t is, the whodunnit aspect

of the plot loses steam in some parts

and the book ends more w th

a whimper than a bang.

By Simrc:n AhujaDA

March 29.2018 . FEMINA . 109
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SAIL AWAY bycetialmrie

ail Away is a light

and frothy novel

that mostly takes

p ace on The Blue

Mermaid, a cruise shiP sai ing

across the Atlantic Ocean

from Europe to North America

lt follows the adventures

of two British women, Suzy

Marsha I and Amanda Herbert

After a long, dry spe ,

Marshal manages to bag

a roLe rn a production. The

play, however, is suddenlY

scrapped, leaving her in

a lurch. She is comPel ed

to take up a job on The Blue

Merma d in order to make her

way back home.

Herbert, on the other hand

is recently estranged from her

philandering husband, Nige1.

When she realises that her

new apartment won t be readY

for weeks, she finds herself

home ess. W.en she cha"ce>

upon an advertisement for

an Atiantic cruise, she decides

to get onboard and sail the

seas until her apartment

,s reaoy. \e rher Va'sia I -o'
Herbert have a clue about

what's in store for them

as they traverse the Atlantic

and face unexpected and

somewhat strange incidents.

Packed with eccentric

characters and humour,

the murder mystery caPer

manages to get you turning

the pages t rl tne end.

By Gia Clsudette Fernande s

I toa . FEMINA . March 29.2018
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SI,.^TG, LTI{BURIED, SLAITG byJesmynward

esmyn Ward's latest out ng

comes rn the form of

a violent shake, remindtng

us of the harsh realities

of the world. The novelist, whose

poetic tale, Sa/vage fhe Bones,

was highly celebrated, returns with

a compelling road trip saga set

n Miss sslppi. At the heart of the

tale, whrch osc llates between the
past and the present, is a m xed-race

family. navigat ng its way through

discrimination, love, drugs and

slavery that mar American society.

The central character.lolo and hrs

dynamics rvith his baby sister Kayla,

mum Leonie, white father Michael.

grandparents and a mysterious

character from the past, form the

backbone of book. Ward's character
exploration is brilliant. The narrative

consciously occupres the space

between the real and the rmagined,

and ultrmate y f inds a raw and messy,

emotionally charged expression. With

this book, Ward has strengthened

her position as an inf luential, powerful

and relevant voice in these particularly

tumultuous times. No wonder it won

her lhe2077 National Book Award.

By AditiRao
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It begins with a poem of four cantos that purports to tell part

of the story. Then comes a scholar's Iiterary analysis of the
poem, which quickly becomes something else, perhaps even a

murder mystery. Notable especially for the Russian's mastery
over various forms of writing, and his gentle ridicule of the
academic establishment to which he himself belonged'

Akhil Sharma' Penguin Books' 1399'

As dark as fiction gets. Sharma is brave in taking on the mytho-

,on, ot the lndian iamily, in exposing the abuse that takes place

*ithin ow patriarchy. within our homes Another writer of greai

economy-never a superfluous word He captures Delhi with

J M Coetzee' RanCont

H o u s e u K, t 3e e. T h e s t a r t l i n e p t 
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"t ? ?l'.T ;;ff::J& H:rH "l"ii i*"n"" on the rirst pase' I read ii
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i-mediately to graip all he had, done Coetzee's

or"t" it=onn, ana woniertul' with d-eePunderstandings

so simPlY. The modern master'
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hPril sees the next season of the
highir. acciaim e d Th e Ha rt d nt a i d,s
Tct ! e and I l-e s fi L, o r kL Old-rinters
ti.or_dd be iitterested in \erfli_,,s reriralolthe l9il0s sci-fi shoir-Io,ir itt Space,
follorring rhe lir.es oi the Robinson
Lr.:riir ..r lhe\ neqorj.rre lile and
ilrlFl:> r:t l,,reign planetr. The ,60S

coitrinuc.s to be the flavour of the

l1l.r; *,1 Ram Dass, Going Home,

and culiural igure Ram Dass,
rrhrch'rvas also shortlisted for the
20IB AcademyAlvards.
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Born in Gajwel, a town in Telangana (then Andhra Pradesh),
T. Venkanna holds a master's degree in printmaking from the

Maharaja Sayajirao Univers iy of Baroda. i-le has exhibited across
the world. including at the Shariah Art l'luseum: Yale School cf Art:

Natronai Gallery of Nloder-n Ari. !lumbai: ral i Kaia AkaCemi Cheni-ar:
Pragrje Biennale 5 and i'11.:seum ci Contercc'.' L'l Taipel' i-re l''es

a-t ,,:'-s o-i l' .::--:;'3.
'Entry Only'is a v,'orx ne rade in resocnse ro a . ! t ia r:1: rrlsch"','ii-
concentration c:i-no rn =o;and, ln his rvoros, 'Th; ',.' lrk reca ls :!e
horrors of vrar'. vrolence anc dictatorship ihat changed tne course

of nistory and led io grave crin.':es a-Qatnsl humanity." !t also liiumln:tes
these atrocities and iliustraies ihe imporiance of memory-rhai

these cr!mes may never be repeated. Etr
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